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Arlington Heights residents have more to boast about than just a 
beautiful home; our homes have history. Uncovering this story can be 
fascinating; however getting started is often frustrating. Local 
historian Susan Kline’s advice—don’t reinvent the wheel; rather, 
utilize the wealth of resources available locally and online. Below is 
a road map to get you started.
 
Begin by determining the architectural style and estimated age of 
your house. Design features such roof line, window frames, moldings 
and other decorative details can provide clues. The following reading 
materials provide some insight.

Books
• Fort Worth's Arlington Heights (2010) by Juliet George (to be 

released in August 2010)
• Fort Worth’s Huge Deal (2010) by Jim Atkinson and Julie Wood 

available online at www.ruffbrickroad.com 
• A Field Guide to American Houses (2000) by Virginia and Lee 

McAlester
• Old-House Dictionary: An Illustrated Guide to American Domestic 

Architecture (1600-1940), More Craftsman Homes (1992) by 
Gustav Stickley

• Historic Millwork: A Guide to Restoring and Re-creating Doors, 
Windows, and Moldings of the Late Nineteenth through Mid-
Twentieth Centuries (2003) by Brent Hull. 

• Texas Houses Built by the Book (1999) by Margaret Culbertson 

Reference Materials
• Tarrant County Historic Resources Survey© (1980s-early 1990s)
• Near North, West Side and Westover Hills
• Central Business District
• Selected Tarrant County Communities
• Southside Survey Update (On-going), available at Historic Fort 

Worth
• Mistletoe Heights, Morningside, Carver Heights, Garden of Eden, 

Berry-Riverside (2007-08), available at the City of Fort Worth
• Preservation Resource Center (On-going), available at Historic 

Fort Worth 
• Handbook of Texas Online (www.tshaonline.org/handbook/

online)

Once you’ve determined the style and approximate date of your 
home begin gathering more specific information about your particular 
property. The following resources can be used as a guide.

Public Media
• Newspapers: Old newspapers are available on microfilm and 

can be found at the Fort Worth Public Library or at several local 
universities. The Fort Worth Star Telegram archives date back to 
1922. 

o Focus on issues published at the beginning of the month or the 
end of the week for recaps, building permits, new development 
listings, and real estate ads. The Dallas Morning News is 
another great resource.

• Magazines: Fort Worth Magazine and Southwestern Home 
Builder/Southwestern Builder (especially good for post-WWII era) 
are both located at the Fort Worth Public Library.  

• Photographs: Photographs of your home can be found within the 
pages of old newspapers or magazines, the public library, post 
cards, special collections, museums, archives, aerial photographs 
or by simply asking the previous owners. You can also request 
photos from your home builder, if they’re still in business. Check 
out the Corps of Engineers and US Geographical Survey 
information for photographs. 
o The Fort Worth Star Telegram and the University of Texas at 

Arlington both have excellent photo archives. 

Public Information
Tax History Cards are available at the County Tax Office (www.
tarrantcounty.com). These cards, first compiled in the 1930’s, contain 
valuable information including the name of the homeowner at the 
time the card was created. Tax History Cards also include information 
about the name of the addition as well as block information, deed 
records and value of the home. Use this information to trace the 
chain of title which is available at the County Courthouse.

Tax history records should be compared with the information 
provided by the Tarrant County Appraisal District (www.tad.org).

Keep in mind that your street or house number may have changed 
over the years, therefore you’ll need to verify that information as well 
using one of the following public resources:

• Plat Records: Maps, drawn to scale, showing the divisions of a 
piece of land.

• Sanborn Maps: These maps include detailed information regarding 
town and building information in approximately 12,000 U.S. 
towns and cities from 1867 to 1970.  
o This resource can be found at the Fort Worth Public Library 

(Microfilm and Online), Historic Fort Worth (Bound books, 
updated early 1960s), and Tarrant County Archives (Bound 
Books, updated mid 1960s).

• Street Maps
• City Directories: These simple directories, predecessors to modern 

phonebooks, are a useful tool in determining the names of 
previous occupants as well as their occupations. You’ll want to 
begin by looking for your street name and then locate your house 
number. From there, you’ll be able to then determine who lived in 
your home. 
o City Directories are available in book, microfiche and 
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Ca l l  817 .386 .3366

As most of the neighborhood has heard by now, Makenzie Carpenter submitted her 
resignation as president of AHNA at the beginning of May.  As Vice President, I, Dana 
King, have now become President of Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association.  I 
look forward to meeting more of my neighbors and working to keep our neighborhood 
represented and informed for the rest of this year.

As the new President, I would like to share my personal history with you.  I grew up in 
Fredericksburg, Texas, a small German town in the central Hill Country of Texas.  I 
received an undergraduate degree from Texas A&M University in College Station, 
Texas, and then I moved to Arlington, Texas to pursue a Masters in Architecture from 
The University of Texas at Arlington.  I have worked at Icon Architects, Inc. in Fort Worth 
for the last six years, and last year I became a licensed Architect in the State of Texas.  
My husband and I purchased our home in Arlington Heights four years ago, and I got 
involved with the Traffic Committee soon after we moved into the neighborhood.  I have 
now been on the AHNA Executive Committee for two and a half years and have 
enjoyed my time involved with our Neighborhood Association.

Because AHNA is a volunteer run Neighborhood Association, we are always looking 
for new people to get involved.  Just like I did, you can volunteer for a committee, or 
just come to the general membership meetings.  We always try to have engaging 
speakers discussing topics of interest ranging from City of Fort Worth happenings to 
historical lectures about people or places with connections to our neighborhood.

If you are interested in joining a committee, have comments about general membership 
meetings, or questions about what is happening in the neighborhood, please feel free 
to call or email me.  I look forward to working with the neighborhood as president for 
the rest of the year!

Sincerely,

Dana King
President, Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association
Email: president@arlingtonheightsna.com
Cell: 979-255-6927

Letter from the President
by Dana King

N E W S L E T T E R  S U B M I S S I O N S
Do you have some news you would like to see listed in our newsletter? Please submit it to: PO Box 470692, Fort 
Worth 76147 or Makenzie Carpenter at president@arlingtonheightsna.com. Please include your name, address, 
phone, and e-mail address. Deadline for submissions is the 1st of each month. The editors have the right to refuse 
any submission they deem inappropriate to the newsletter.  We may also edit for content and length. Views and 
opinions expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily those of AHNA or of its members.

Please send all correspondence to:  
PO Box 470692

Fort Worth, Texas 76147

Fort Worth Police
non-emergency number:

817.335.4222
 

Neighborhood Patrol Officer
Teri Majors:

817.992-0187 (cell)
teri.majors@fortworthgov.org

City Councilman Carter Burdette:
817.392.8807

carter.burdette@fortworthgov.org

Code Compliance Officer
 Carolyn Cummings:

817.475.8716
carolyn.cummings@fortworthgov.org
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AHNA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Dana King

president@arlingtonheightsna.com
979.255.6927

Vice President
Makenzie Carpenter

vicepresident@arlingtonheightsna.com
 817.386.3366

Secretary
Kelly Jo Nial

secretary@arlingtonheightsna.com
817.798.0349

Treasurer
Renee Tidwell

treasurer@arlingtonheightsna.com
817.377.4775

Parliamentarian
Fred Burkhart

edithburck@aol.com
817.738.4674

Membership
membership@arlingtonheightsna.com

Directors at Large:
Tatiana Wicke

twicke@gmail.com
817.946-2949

Beth Kauffman
bkaufmann@gwdgroup.net

817.377.4006

Dave Marshall
zoning@arlingtonheightsna.com

817.738.6815

Sergio Yanes
s_yanes@hotmail.com

AHNA COMMITTEES

Zoning/Board of Adjustment
Dave Marshall
817.738.6815

Yard of the Month Committee Chair
Elizabeth Bartolomei

ekbartolomei@gmail.com

New Neighbor Welcome Bags
Dana King

979.255.6927

Neighborhood Animal Concerns
Kelly Jo Nial

817.798.0349

Citizens on Patrol 
Jan Bourne

janbourne@rocketmail.com
817-737-6019

UNCOVERING THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOUSE (continued from Page 1)

microfilm formats at the Central Branch of the Fort Worth 
Public Library, Historic Fort Worth and Tarrant County 
Archives.

Other useful public documents: 
• Deed Records: These records can be used to trace the chain of title, 

but they won’t always indicate when a house was constructed. 
Note that a great jump in value can indicate improvements made 
to a property.

• Mechanics Lien: This document contains information about the 
architect and/or contractor, value and description of your house, 
as well as the date of construction. 

• Plat Records: Contain information about when your property was 
platted, the name of the developer, and the names of streets. 

• Architectural Plans: These can be obtained through a previous 
owner, university or other archives, or by contacting the firm that 
designed your home, if they’re still in business.  

• Building Permits: A building permit gives a property owner legal 
permission to start construction of a building project in accordance 
with approved drawings and specifications. Information includes 
the value, date, contractor and the type of work completed on the 
house as well as the materials used. 
o Building Permits can be found at the City’s Development office, 

for a fee, and are available for house construction that took 
place after 1927. 

When all else fails, lift the lid on your toilet tank and check the date! 
That’s right a rule of thumb is to check the underside of the toilet tank 

cover. However, this is only useful if the toilet is original to the home 
and hasn't been replaced. There should be a date stamp on the cover. 
This usually gives one an idea (within a year or two) of the age of the 
home.

Now why not spend a little time researching its former occupants. The 
following provides a list of useful people searches.

• Star-Telegram Clippings Collection
• Library Vertical Files
• Obituary Records
• Death Records
• Census Records
• Immigration Database at Texas Seaport Museum (online) 
• City Directories
• WPA Writers’ Project
• Who’s Who, Social Registers, Family Histories
• Oral Histories at various archives
• Books on FW History (recent books on Hispanics, Blacks, Women, 

20th century) 

Finally, remember to verify information in as many places as possible. 
Remember that historic records are made by humans and therefore 
subject to human error. Get to know your local librarian or archivist—
they can be a real source of information as you conduct your 
research. Don’t forget to share your information and as always, have 
fun!
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     AHNA Meeting Schedule
Monday, July 19, 2010

Monday, August 16, 2010
Monday, September 20, 2010 

6:30pm-7:30pm
Every 3rd Monday

Arlington Heights United Methodist Church
4200 Camp Bowie Blvd.  (en ter  on Hi l lc res t )

 A .H .N .A .

JULY GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

Please check: � c New member  c Renewing member

 c Household $15   c Senior $10   c Business $25

Name______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________

E-mail______________________________________________

What are your concerns/interests?_________________________

Would you like to join a committee?________________________

Please mail annual dues ($15 for household, $25 for business):

AHNA, PO Box 470692, Fort Worth, TX 76147-0692

JULY • AUGUST  2010  Membership Form

receive your newsletter six times a year!&
Become a member

The boundaries of Arlington Heights 
Neighborhood Association are the 
triangle of Camp Bowie Boulevard 
on the nor th, Montgomery Street on 
the east, and Interstate Highway 30 
on the south and  the west. 

Come meet Regis Andrez, our City of Fort Worth 
Neighborhood Educator. The Neighborhood Education 
& Outreach Office works directly with residents in the 
community, providing support and information for 
neighborhood associations as well as helping connect 
individuals to vital services. Also, Moe Carrejo, our Code 
Compliance Supervisor will be here to discuss what is 
new in the Code Compliance Department and answer 
our questions.

AHNA FINANCIAL REPORT
Balance as of  1/01/10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $9,850.28

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Adver t is ing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,425.00
Business memberships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $50.00
Individual  memberships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $625.00
Interes t  Income . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $31.05
Donat ion for Feral  Cats .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $125.00

TOTAL ACCOUNT RECEIVABLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,256.05

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
League of  Neighborhoods.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $35.00
Postage . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $268.40
Newslet ter .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $986.33
Communi ty Events .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100.00
Communi ty Garden . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $345.66
Western Avenue Median. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,753.72
Zoning Cases .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $47.37

TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4,536.48

BALANCE AS OF 06/30/10 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $7,569.85

AUGUST GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Karen Stuhmer with Thomas Place Community Center is 
going to be with us to discuss all the exciting things 
happening at our local community center and the benefits 
of becoming a member. And hopefully, we will have an 
update on the Fort Worth Public Art, Community ID 
Project!

COMMUNITY LEARNING GARDEN UPDATE
By Tatiana Wicke

May was a busy and fruitful month for the gardens: we built the gardens AND we received $63 in donations for the gardens during the monthly 
AHNA meeting.  Thank you to everyone that donated – we will keep you informed of how your donations contributed to the gardens.

We had a good turnout May 15th to build the Community Learning Gardens at Thomas Place Community Center.  The weather was fantastic and we 
got everything done quickly.  Dave Marshall ensured all the wood to build the garden plots was cut ahead of time and we had fresh, healthy dirt deliv-
ered in a huge dump truck right to the gardens!  So all we had to do was assemble the plots on-site and fill in each plot with dirt.  Everyone had a 
role and ensured that we got things done efficiently.  Thanks again to everyone that participated!

This summer, the Thomas Place Community Center has (3) three separate camps for kids (for varying age groups) and each camp is going to adopt a 
garden plot.  They will water the entire garden every day (when it doesn’t rain) and in exchange we (as a community) need to ensure the kids get the 
most out of this experience.

Do you have any plants you would like to donate to the kids’ plots?  
Plants are due directly to the center ON July 15th.
• plants can be divided from your own garden and donated, or purchased
• plants can be landscape variety or edible
• no seeds at this time, please

Do you have an interest in speaking to the kids about gardening techniques?
We would like someone to speak to the kids in late-July or early-August.

For interest in participating in any of the exciting things we have going on with the Community Learning Garden, please contact me!  twicke@gmail.com

Thanks to a private donor, AHNA was able to successfully work with the 
city of Fort Worth to get the electric line buried and three new live oak 
trees planted at the southernmost portion of the Western Avenue 
median.

A big thanks to everyone who participated in the groundbreaking event for our Arlington Heights Community Learning Garden at Thomas Place Community Center
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JUNE YARD OF THE MONTH
By Gloria (Glo) Thompson

The AHNA Yard of the 
Month for June 2010 is 
1913 Tremont, and own-
ers Jim and Charlotte 
Norris are delighted! Jim 
and Charlotte are native 
Texans from Houston. The 
young couple both gradu-
ated from Texas Christian 
University (TCU) and 
enjoyed Fort Worth so 
much they decided to 
make their home here. 

Charlotte is a speech 
occupational therapist and 
Jim works from home for 
a non-profit organization 
that helps make prescrip-
tion drugs and other prod-
ucts more affordable to 
those who need them.

As first time gardeners in 
their own home, Jim and Charlotte like to have a lot of color in 
their yard. The Norris’ front yard sports a border of begonias 
around the porch, a crape myrtle that attracts birds, and a 
healthy pecan tree that provides plenty of pecans in season for 
both birds and neighbors. They also have herbs growing in pots. 
The herbs can be used for cooking and garnishing as needed. 

Although Jim enjoys doing most of the gardening, he does have 
assistance from Charlotte and from a professional yard person, 
when needed. Currently, Jim and Charlotte plan to add snap-
dragons to their yard for additional color. 

Jim credits his mother and his spouse for creating his interest in 
gardening. “My mother helped me get interested because she 
always kept a nice yard for us and for the neighbors to enjoy -- 
and she encouraged us to do the same. My wife Charlotte loves 
flowers and always has cut flowers in our home.” 

When asked what he likes most about gardening, Jim said “The 
sense of pride it gives me in having done it and in having it look 
nice.” What he likes least is summed up in a single word: 
“ANTS!”

Jim’s one gardening tip to someone just starting: “Pick what you 
like and keep it simple at first.”

Special note: Jim and Charlotte have a great front porch to 
watch birds and squirrels and to visit with friends and neigh-
bors.

In addition to having the AHNA Yard of the Month sign in their 

yard for the month of June, the couple received a $25 gift certif-
icate to Archie’s Gardenland.

The West Side Alliance Neighborhood Representatives and 
AHNA announce a meeting with Carter Burdette (City 
Council, District 7) at 6:30pm on July 28 at Arlington 
Heights United Methodist Church to discuss the city budget 
as well as other important city issues. Check out the 
unfolding history of Arlington Heights, Fort Worth's Huge 
Deal: Unwinding Westside's Twisted Legend at www.
ruffbrickroad.com written by former AHNA Board member 
Jim Atkinson and Judy Wood. . .Save the date and sign up 
for The T's Second Annual Clean Air Bike Rally, set for Oct. 
16. The 8.5-mile rally takes riders through downtown Fort 
Worth, down the scenic bike path at the Trinity River and 
through the Fort Worth cultural district, before wrapping up 
with family friendly festivities downtown. To register, visit 
www.cleanairbikerally2010.eventbrite.com . . .  Eat, drink 
and shop during Diva Night from 5-7pm on July 15 at 
Sally’s Flower Shoppe and Gifts located at 4215 Camp 
Bowie Blvd; continue the fun during Customer Appreciation 
Days on July 16-17 featuring festive bites from Tres Jose’s 
with merchandise discounted 25-50% Off. Bring in this 
newsletter and enter for a chance to win a fabulous door 
prize.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

The AHNA Yard of the Month for June 2010 is 1913 Tremont.
Arlington Heights 2007 Neighborhood of the Year street topper at the 
corner of Ashland and El Campo.
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Q u a l i t y   b e y o n d   n e c e s s a r y

Renovations       Additions

Repairs       Maintenance

817.680.3446

HH
Howell Homes

JULY YARD OF THE MONTH
By Gloria (Glo) Thompson

If you’ve ever wondered 
what to plant that will thrive 
in the diverse North Texas 
weather, meet Ron Hein. Ron 
and his spouse Kim are the 
homeowners awarded the 
AHNA Yard of the Month for 
July 2010. They had their 
home at 3854 Harley built in 
2006 and began experi-
menting with native Texas 
plants. 

Ron, an aircraft mechanic for 
a company at Meacham Air 
Field, has lived in Fort Worth 
and Waco for most of his 
life. His wife Kim is originally 
from Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and is a manager at the U. 
S. Bureau of Printing and 
Engraving in Fort Worth. 
Although Kim helps with gar-
dening decisions, Ron is the 
primary gardener and truly enjoys it.

Their front yard features a stairway that curves upward and is 
bordered with flower beds. Ron believes in using native plants 
first and then adding experimental plants. He said, “I had lan-
tanas last year that were colorful and thriving, but they froze 
this winter and are just now starting to come back.” 

Ron enjoys his yard and particularly likes seeing the bees, birds 
and butterflies that his garden attracts. He added, “The 
Monarchs really love the meadow sage!”

Ron has always had an interest in gardening and said his sister 
and her husband (who is a botanist), especially encouraged 
him. He is also an avid reader and fan of Neal Sperry.

Currently, Ron has 25 different plants, including zinnias, can-
nas, rock roses, meadow sage, lilies, salvia, a dwarf pome-
granate, dwarf crape myrtles, agave plants, honeysuckle (on 
his fence), and some chocolate mint ground cover that truly 
smells like its name. This year he plans to add knockout roses 
to his garden. 

When asked what he likes best about gardening, Ron said,” 
Getting out and working in the dirt and then seeing the plants 
grow.”  What does he like least? “Mosquitoes!” 

Ron’s one gardening tip for someone just starting: “Plant known 
native Texas plants and they will take care of themselves.”

In addition to having the AHNA Yard of the Month sign in their 
yard for the month of July, the Heins will receive a $25 gift cer-
tificate to Archie’s Gardenland.

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!

Submit to: AHNA Treasurer
AHNA, P.O. Box 470692, Fort Worth, TX 76147-0692

Please Check:

 o New Member o Senior $10.00
 o Renewal o Business $25.00
 o Household $15.00
 
Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your concerns or interests?  _________________________________________________________________

They’re there.  In the sewers, trees, and under the shed. 
Raccoons, Opossums, bats, squirrels, and to a lesser 
extent skunks and rabbits, and maybe even an armadil-
lo.  But what to do if they make themselves a nuisance or 
you find an injured one?

There  are resources that will provide you with these 
answers.  There is something that you can do if you find 
wildlife that needs help.  First, know that keeping wildlife 
(including birds) is against federal and state regulations.  
They have specific dietary and housing needs.  Find a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator right away.  The best 
resource for our area is the DFW Wildlife Coalition 
www.dfwwildlife.org , familiarize yourself with the web-
site before you happen upon a circumstance involving 
wildlife.  Or you can call 972-234-9453 (WILD) for an 
emergency, leave a voicemail message and a volunteer 
will return your call promptly. For questions or help that 
you do not need immediate assistance, email them at 
info@dfwwildlife.org .  The website and volunteers will 
also provide you with solutions to conflicts you may be 

having with these critters in and around your home.

It is an all-volunteer organization and the folks involved 
are very passionate about the wildlife and will go to 
great lengths to provide you with help.  If you are inter-
ested in volunteering or making a donation, visit the 
website.  You won’t be disappointed.

Do you know our TEXAS STATE ANIMALS?

• State Animal: Nine-banded Armadillo
• State Bird: Mockingbird
• State Flying Mammal: Mexican Freetail Bat (www.bat-

world.org)
• State Reptile: Texas Horned Lizard
• State Mammal: Longhorn
• State Insect: Monarch Butterfly
• State Dog: Blue Lacy
• State Fish: Guadalupe Bass

THE WILD SIDE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
By Kelly Jo Nial

The AHNA Yard of the Month for July 2010 is 3854 Harley.



6 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS                             JULY - AUGUST 2010                         www.arlingtonheightsna.com www.arlingtonheightsna.com                           JULY - AUGUST 2010                           ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS           7

THE FAVORITE TAX TO HATE
By Robert Hawley

Has a hooded purse snatcher appeared in your mailbox?  If 
so, get him out quickly but think twice before shredding him!

In an effort to solicit business, mail-outs featuring such a bra-
zen bandit are on printed material sent by a company spe-
cializing in contesting property tax appraisals.

You may have recently received such a promotional mailer 
featuring the hooded purse-snatcher.  The underlying mes-
sage is meant to encourage homeowners to protest their resi-
dential property appraisals and the resulting ad valorem 
taxes assessed on their property as determined by the taxing 
district.  Whether or not you go it alone or enlist the help of a 
professional--or whether you even choose to protest--is an 
individual decision.  But a good starting-point is the Tarrant 
Appraisal District’s website (www.tad.org) for all forms and 
answers to the most frequently asked questions.  From the 
home page, a “protest flow chart” chronicles the entire pro-
cess and gives the property owner a reasonably-accurate 
time-line for each step. 

While you will be in rare company if you do protest, the odds 
of receiving a reduction are good.  In 2009--which had the 
highest amount of protests filed in the decade--30,589 resi-
dential protests were logged in Tarrant County.  This amounts 
to a percentage of only 5.61% of all residential properties 
included in Tarrant County.  However, if you count only pro-
testers who knowingly file a protest; pursue an action, and 
actually show up for an appointment, the number drops to a 
mere 22,006 (4.03%). 

After you or your designated agent submits a protest, the next 
step is to either enter informally into an agreement with the 
Tarrant Appraisal District staff (either an over-the-counter or 
telephone discussion with a district appraiser) or opt instead 
to continue your protest at a semi-formal hearing before the 
Appraisal Review Board (ARB).  The review board is com-
prised of local residents whom are compensated for their time 
by the district.  

While the process of protesting one’s property tax evaluations 
is often time- consuming overall, the actual hearing before the 
review board is relatively short.  The homeowner is allowed a 
five-minute presentation; the district is allowed a five-minute 
presentation, and the homeowner is then allowed five minutes 
for rebuttal of the district’s presentation.  The review board 
then confers for a few minutes before making its decision.
The ARB decision is not entirely final.  A property owner has 
several post-hearing options. He or she may opt for binding 
arbitration if the value is under one million dollars (or over 
one million dollars if it is one’s homestead); or set a hearing 
at SOAH (State Office of Administrative Hearings) if the value 
is over one million dollars.  Of course one may always simply 
appeal the ARB decision to district court within sixty days.  

However, if the value of the property that is the subject of the 
suit is over one million dollars, the property owner must also 
notify the district within 15 days of the ARB decision of his or 
her intent to appeal to district court.

In 2009 approximately 70.44% of protesters who opted to 
take their case before the ARB had their evaluations lowered; 
29.29% had their values sustained (left alone); and 0.25% 
had their evaluations raised.

 In summary, the vast majority of Tarrant homeowners simply 
accept the district’s appraisal of their property and move on.  
But for those few who do protest, the odds are good for some 
type of reduction.

In balance, the hooded robber is clearly over the top.  
Property taxes have existed since colonial time and generate 
revenue to provide and maintain both essential and non-
essential services.

But as one early critic noted, for those on fixed income or 
approaching retirement property taxes can be one of the, “…
worst taxes ever used by a civilized nation” (Seligman 1905).

TAKING CARE OF YOUNG PETS
By Jimmy Davis, DVM, Arlington Heights Animal Hospital

As a practicing vet, spring and 
summer are our busiest times of 
the year.  We see many new 
young puppies and kittens, and 
with that comes the occasional 
case of parvo. It is contagious and 
often fatal; however it is very pre-
ventable with immunization and 
proper care. I want pet owners to 
have a better understanding of the 
diseases that we vaccinate against, 
along with a typical vaccination 
schedule.

The diseases that we are trying to 
prevent are easily spread, difficult 
to test for, and extremely difficult 
to treat against. For puppies, 
Distemper and Parvovirus are the 
staples of any vaccine regimen.  
Distemper is most often presented 
as a severe respiratory infection 
and can eventually lead to death.  
Survival from the disease is uncom-
mon, and the few survivors usually have secondary prob-
lems later in life. Most of our treatment is aimed at sup-
portive care because it is impossible to kill the virus once it 
has infected the animal.

Parvovirus (parvo) is an intestinal virus that virtually wipes 
out the intestines.  Puppies usually have symptoms related 
to significant gastrointestinal upset, including uncontrolla-
ble vomiting and diarrhea.  Puppies that survive parvo can 
go on to live normal lives, but these instances are rare and 
usually with significant expense.

The veterinary community follows a fairly standard regi-
men for immunization and care of puppies and kittens 
which has proven to reduce disease outbreaks and keep 

our little friends healthy.  Puppy and kitten vaccinations 
and de-worming schedules are very similar. However, they 
treat different diseases.  Vaccinations for puppies and kit-
tens usually begin around 8 weeks of age, and in some 
cases, as early as 6 weeks.  The reason for this is that the 
majority of them should have been weaned off of their 
mothers by this time and are no longer receiving her anti-
bodies through milk.  Each vaccine is given at 3 to 4 week 
intervals, and ideally we like to finish their vaccinations 
around the age of 15 to 16 weeks.  By this time, the moth-
er's antibodies, obtained in milk, are no longer interfering 
with our vaccinations.  This allows the puppy or kitten to 
develop their own immunities to the diseases that we are 
attempting to prevent.  Once a puppy is well immunized, 
they generally require an annual booster for the majority 
of vaccines.

So, please don't skip vaccinating your pet, even if your pet 
never leaves your house or isn't around other animals.   
Vaccinations prevent fatal diseases which can lead to sig-
nificant pain for your pet.  They also can save you from 
heartache and expense.  

In the next newsletter, I will deal with kitten diseases and 
why immunization is important to their overall health and 
well being.
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It is extremely important to vaccinate puppies and kittens to prevent against fatal diseases which can lead 
to significant pain, heartache and expense for both you and your pet.


