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A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE
by Christina Patoski

Margie and Tom Phillips will be attending their 70th Arlington Heights High School class reunion in October.  They are 
standing in front of Margie’s childhood home at 4624 El Campo Avenue, where they were married in March 1950. 

When Margie Wise moved with 
her parents and three siblings from 
Kansas City to Arlington Heights 
in 1935, she probably never 
imagined she would be standing 
in front of that same house on El 
Campo Avenue 78 summers later.   
Much less standing there with her 
husband, Tom Phillips, who she 
married in1950 in a ceremony at 
the same El Campo home.

Margie remembers her father 
was considering buying a house 
on Hemphill Avenue before 
deciding to buy 4624 El Campo 
Avenue for $2,500.  “It had been 
on the market for quite a while,” 
according to Margie, pointing 
out this was in the middle of the 
Depression. 

The two-story clapboard house, 
built in 1907, was situated next to 
vacant lots where Margie and the 
neighborhood kids loved to play outdoor recreational games, like Red 
Rover, Hide and Seek, and Kick the Can.  The downside of playing in the 
grass was “those awful chigger bites all over our legs and arms” and 
sometimes “we saw tarantulas in the front yard”. 

Margie fondly remembers her backyard full of lightning bugs, rose 
bushes and flowers, planted by her father, Walker Wise, who was a 
traveling salesman for Troy Sunshade Company, a manufacturer of 
quality outdoor furniture.   “It was a beautiful backyard, except when I 
had chickens,” Margie remembers. “Daddy wanted me to sell the eggs 
to the neighbors.   It didn’t last long though, because we had a mean 
rooster.”

“All summer we played jacks, hop scotch and jump rope,” says 
Margie who was nicknamed Toodles.  Playing paper dolls under the 
Wise’s dining room table was a favorite past time for Toodles and her 
childhood friends Ruth Seale, Charlotte Cline and the Ambrose sisters, 
Lucy and Winnie. “We used to roller skate on our neighbors’ cement 
steps because our front porch was made out wood planks” making a 
smooth skate almost impossible, explains Margie who broke her arm 
skating when she was twelve. 

Margie’s mother, Marguerite, shopped “almost every day for supper” at 
McKay’s Grocery, a block from the Wise home on the northeast corner 
of Pershing Avenue and Kenley Street (now Jerrell James Hair Salon).   
Moseley’s Pharmacy was two blocks away at the far west end of the 
shopping center on the 4600 block of Camp Bowie Boulevard (where 
Pizza Hut is today).  Next door to the drugstore was Mr. Zimmerman’s 
infinitely fascinating Green Front Variety Store.

The streetcar ran down the middle of Camp Bowie Boulevard from 
downtown, veering west on to Byers Avenue, then turning south at 
Prevost Street and intersecting Camp Bowie Boulevard again.  In earlier 
years, the streetcar continued westward, all the way to Lake Como.

The Wise family attended Arlington Heights Christian Church, a block 
from their home, on the corner of Kenley Street and Camp Bowie 
Boulevard (today it’s the Bluebonnet Bakery).  Margie walked several 
blocks west everyday to Arlington Heights Elementary School on Camp 
Bowie Boulevard and Pentecost Street, always passing the Lena Pope 
Orphanage, housed in the 25-room Baldridge mansion and surrounded 
by an imposing iron fence at the southwest corner of Byers Avenue and 
Camp Bowie Boulevard (where the Southwest Bank building is today).  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Christina Patoski

One of the things that makes Arlington Heights a special place is the sustained stability in our 
neighborhood.  People buy homes here and end up raising their families here, making friends 
with the neighbors, muddling through middle age, coasting into retirement, living out their last 
days in the same comfortable house on the same familiar street next door to the same people 
who are doing the same thing.  I don’t know exactly what to call it.  Continuity?   Whatever it is, 
we’ve got a lot of it in Arlington Heights.  

On most of our blocks, there are pockets of old timers who are our links to the past, telling stories 
about what went on here in the early days.  Every year we lose a few of our storytellers, and new, 
young people move in to take their place.  Before you know it, the young ones grow into the elders 
on the block, and they end up sharing their stories with the next generation.  

Every day I hear about someone moving back to Arlington Heights to re-claim their childhood 
home after their parents have gone.  Coincidentally, three out of the last four winners of the AHNA 
Yard of the Month are people who have done this.  The fourth is someone who bought his aunt 
and uncle’s home where he spent many hours as a child.  They all pass along important stories 
about our neighborhood, stories that connect us to each other, stories that are often lost because 
they’re never recorded. 

This month’s cover story features Margie Wise Phillips, who moved here in 1935 when she was in 
third grade.  She and her family chose a home that was built in 1907 and is today over 100 years 
old.  Margie’s memories bring to life the days of our neighborhood before it was fully built out, 
when there were still large, open tracts of undeveloped virgin prairie.  Margie lived at her family 
home until she got married there in 1950.  Though she never moved back, two of her daughters 
call Arlington Heights home today. 

I’ve lived in this neighborhood for 36 years.  I’ve watched neighbors come and go, but mostly 
they stay.  They stay because it’s a great place to live for many different reasons: the people, the 
diversity, the strong sense of history and community, the convenient location, and the houses 
themselves, which are, for the most part, intact.  It all contributes to making our neighborhood one 
that is tightly-knit and deeply interwoven with its past.
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AHNA FiNANciAL rEPort

Balance as of 1/1/2013  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,645 .00

uNrEStrictEd doNAtioNS
Advertising   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,425 .00
Business memberships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .125 .00
individual memberships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,260 .00
interest income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7 .14
Fire Station 18 90th Birthday celebration 1,840 .33
totAL uNrEStrictEd doNAtioNS   .  .  .  . $5,657 .47

rEStrictEd doNAtioNS
Hillcrest Fire Fund   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .270 .00
Feral cats .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5 .00
totAL rEStrictEd doNAtioNS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$275 .00

totAL doNAtioNS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,932 .47

uNrEStrictEd ExPENditurES
Newsletter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,201 .47
office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .187 .78
Postage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .198 .51
Yard of the month  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .200 .00
meeting Expense  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .804 .92
Website  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .278 .65
Fire Station 18 90th Birthday celebration 2,041 .21
totAL uNrEStrictEd ExPENditurES   .  . $4,912 .54

rEStrictEd ExPENditurES
Hillcrest Fire Fund  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$270 .00
Feral cats .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .60 .00
totAL rEStrictEd ExPENditurES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$270 .00

rEStrictEd cASH BALANcE
Hillcrest Fire Fund  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $0
Feral cats .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .283 .83
Western Avenue Project   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4,928 .92
totAL rEStrictEd cASH BALANcE  .  .  .  .  . $5,212 .75

uNrEStrictEd cASH BALANcE AS oF 6/30/2013   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,732 .40

totAL cASH BALANcE AS oF 8/31/2013   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $9,945 .15

FUTURE PLANS FOR
WILL ROGERS COMPLEX
AT SEPTEMBER MEETING
At the AHNA membership meeting on Monday September 16, Kirk 
Slaughter, Director of Public Events for the City of Fort Worth, and 
architect David Stanford will make a power point presentation about 
what needs to be done to improve Will Rogers complex and what 
will need to be done in the future to keep up with the competition for 
equestrian events and other shows.

David Stanford, Vice-President at Hahnfeld, Hoffer, Stanford, started 
working at Will Rogers in 1986 when the equestrian buildings were 
being built.  He has been involved in conducting a facilities assessment 
of Will Rogers that looks at the existing campus and provides a road map 
of how best to develop it in the future.  Projects, such as the renovation of 
Barn #2, could begin as early as February 2014.

OFFICER ELECTIONS AND
POLICE DETECTIVE AT
OCTOBER MEETING
The agenda of the membership meeting on Monday October 21 
includes the election of AHNA officers for 2014.   In order to vote, you 
must be current on your membership dues; one vote per household.  We 
will have a membership list at the front desk at the meeting if you need 
to check your membership status.  Or if you would like to check ahead of 
time, please contact Kelly Jo Nial at vicepresident@arlingtonheightsna.
com.  The new officers begin their terms on January 1, 2014.

Crime in the neighborhood is always a top concern.   Our Neighborhood 
Patrol Officer Tom McNutt gives us a monthly crime report at each of 
our membership meetings and the Citizens on Patrol present a crime 
prevention tip.

At the October meeting, we will welcome Fort Worth Police Detective R. 
Finch as our guest speaker.  Detective Finch is assigned to the west side 
of Fort Worth and is familiar with the criminal cases, past and present, in 
our neighborhood. He will address the issues involved with crime in our 
neighborhood and how detectives have been able to solve some of the 
cases.  He will also take questions from the floor.  

TREASURERS REPORT: 
CHANGING TO SERVE 
YOU BETTER
by Jessica Redman, AHNA Treasurer

Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association has the responsibility to 
serve our members as best we can, as we administer the funds we 
receive.  Towards that goal we have made a change to more accurately 
reflect the funds we manage.

We have two active sources of income, the first is dues from our members 
and the businesses in Arlington Heights, as well as the advertising we 
sell in our neighborhood association newsletter and special event 
t-shirts. These monies are used for running our organization, publishing 
our newsletter, and special events, like the 90th Anniversary party of 
Firehouse 18 in May , the July Social at Lucile’s, and the upcoming 
National Night Out on Tuesday October 1 at Thomas Place Community 
Center.

The second source of income is special cause donations made by 
individuals with the stipulation that these monies be spent only on 
those causes.  Examples of these are the Feral Cat Care Project and the 
Western Avenue Landscaping Project .

To insure that these sources of income are always used for the right 
purposes, the ones our neighbors want us to use them for, the AHNA 
Board of Directors has decided to split these two revenue streams into 
two separate bank accounts, effective August 1, 2013.

We hope that you our members will understand the reasoning behind 
this, and will continue to support our neighborhood association!  Your 
membership and contributions are what allows us to continue to 
improve our neighborhood, and keep Arlington Heights the GREAT 
place it is to live today!
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Tuesday october 1, 2013
 

Best neighborhood party of the year!  Free food and entertainment!
Meet your neighbors!  Bring your kids and dogs!

 
thomas Place community center

4237 Lafayette Ave .
in Arlington Heights
6:00 p .m . - 8:00 p .m .

For more information please call:
citizens on Patrol captain Jan Bourne (817-874-8279)

or Neighborhood Patrol officer Ken Jacobs (817-992-0187)

Turn on your front porch light and spend the evening outdoors with your friends and the 

neighborhood crime watch group, Citizens on Patrol, and neighborhood police officers. 

National Night Out is designed to heighten awareness about crime prevention.

This annual party, sponsored by the Citizens on Patrol and the Fort Worth Police 

Department, is always a lot of fun and is the highlight of the year in Arlington Heights.  
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CITIZENS ON PATROL
Neighborhoods with active volunteer crime watch groups, like the 
Citizens on Patrol, have proven to be effective in lowering property 
crimes, sometimes dramatically.  In 1991, Fort Worth adopted the COP 
program which has been successful in combating neighborhood crime 
ever since. 

Arlington Heights’ COP Captain Jan Bourne is actively looking for new 
recruits.  COPs are required to complete a 10-hour training course, as 
well as take an 8-hour shift ride (it can be split into two 4-hour rides) with 
a Fort Worth Police Department patrol officer. 

There is a common misconception that being a COP is dangerous work.  
COP volunteers serve as the eyes and ears for FWPD; they only call in 
suspicious activity and let the officers carry out the investigating. 

Besides patrolling the neighborhood on a regular basis, COPs stage 
the annual neighborhood-wide National Night Out party, held on the 
first Tuesday of October.  This year’s party is set for Tuesday October 1 
from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at Thomas Place Community Center, 
4237 Lafayette Street.   Volunteers are needed to help with set up and 
tear down.  Contact Jan Bourne at jan_bourne@rocketmail.com or by 
phone at 817-737-6019 to volunteer or to get more information about 
becoming a COP. 

The Way Pet Grooming
Should Be!

Getting  your pet   
all dolled up is our 

specialty!

Call to make your 
appointment today

pet portraits
Now available!

GLAM    UR
PAWS

Visit our new website at
Glamourpawonline.com

2412 Forest Park Blvd.
Fort Worth 76110

817.923.9828

Area farmers set up every Thursday from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on the 
University of North Texas Health Science Center campus to sell local seasonal 
items, including vegetables, fruits, bread, honey, baked goods and tamales of 
every stripe.  Look for them at parking lot #15 on Clifton Street, between Camp 
Bowie Boulevard and 7th Street.  No produce may be imported from outside 
a 150-mile radius and must be grown or produced by each member selling 
it. All food sold at the market is produced in licensed, inspected commercial 
kitchens.
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GOING SOLAR 
by AHNA member Diana Wiley

You know the phrase "think 
globally, act locally"?  Do you 
ever wonder what you can 
do to support the survival of 
our planet, as well as our 
neighborhood?  The news 
these days sounds grim with 
global warming topping the list.  

I'm committed to do the best I 
can to curb global warming.  
Recently, I had 28 solar panels 
installed on my roof.  While 
I have yet to experience 
all the savings in money 
and curtailment of carbon 
emissions, I’m willing to speak 
out in favor of investigating this 
renewable form of alternative 
energy.  For me, it's turned out 
to be cheaper even in the short 
run.

Ten years ago, I signed up with 
my electric service provider, 
Green Mountain Energy, for wind energy, knowing fully and completely 
that it was costing me more money than I needed to spend and that 
only about 10% of my energy was coming from wind and the rest from 
non-renewable fossil fuels.  But, I thought:  If not now, when?  If not me, 
who?  

When I first stumbled on to SolarCity at the beginning of 2013, it seemed, 
on the surface, to be an almost too good to be true offer.  The installation 
and solar panels were free!  No money down.  It appeared that I could 
have solar panels installed on my roof, avoid carbon emissions, and 
lower my energy bills by about 30%!  Who knew?

It took me a few months to decide to dig deeper to get all the facts.  
As I investigated, I distrusted myself every step of the way.  What am 
I missing? What am I not seeing?  Where is the catch in the contract?  

I was hopeful that my house would be a candidate for solar panels.  At 
first, I was discouraged because the satellite map showed my roof was 
shaded by a neighbor’s tree.  But, it turned out to be an old photograph; 
the tree has since been trimmed and my roof was soaking up hours and 
hours of the hot Texas sun. 

The next step was scheduling SolarCity to come out and measure the 
amount of actual sunshine that my roof was receiving.  This is when I 

AHNA member Diana Wiley took the solar plunge this summer by having 28 solar panels installed on the backside of her roof.
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discovered that Oncor has a stranglehold on all the energy that’s sold in 
Texas.  Had my roof not “passed” SolarCity's assessment, Oncor would 
have told SolarCity that they couldn’t install their panels on my roof 
because they didn’t generate enough electricity and the whole process 
would have stopped there.  Fortunately, my roof passed with flying 
colors and was receiving plenty of sunshine.

Founded in 2006, SolarCity is out of San Mateo, California and provides 
solar power service in 14 states.  The company went public in December 
2012 with Tesla Motors' CEO Elon Musk as its chairman.  There are 
a number of other companies capitalizing on the current rooftop solar 
trend, including SunPower, First Solar, SunEdison and GT Advanced 
Technologies.  

Came the day when the SolarCity installers arrived at my house.  They’d 
already received a permit and approval from the City of Fort Worth.  
They unloaded crates of solar panels and stashed them on one side of 
the driveway, leaving me room to back my car out if I needed to. 

I’d reviewed the engineer's plans and was not happy about the 
placement of the inverter, but was told that it was the safest place to 
put it.  As it turned out, the installers knew more than the engineer did 
because they installed it on the back of house—exactly where I wanted 
it. From start to finish, it took three days to install.  Passers-by can’t see 
from the street that solar is installed on my 1942 bungalow roof.

This process was not without its bumps.  I had to rely heavily on the 
consultant, Thomas LaFargue, to explain a number of things in the 
contract that concerned me, but we got through it.  SolarCity owns the 

solar panels on my roof.  I didn't have to pay the usual big upfront cost, 
which can be in the $30,000-$40,000 range, to buy the panels and 
have them installed.  My contract with SolarCity is for twenty years (which 
is the expected lifetime of the solar panels on my roof) with a locked in 
rate of 8.9 cents per kilowatt hour.  Any extra energy that I produce is 
returned to me in the form of a credit on my next bill.   If I sell my house, 
the solar panels go with the house; my contract is transferable.

The contract states that if I cancel my solar service or do not or cannot pay 
my monthly bill with them during the 20-year term, I will be obligated to 
pay off the remainder of my contract at a discount.  Otherwise, I will be 
considered in default and it will go against my credit rating. 

Locally, Oncor Energy has been offering a limited time $3,000 rebate 
subsidy to SolarCity for new solar installations, but this offer expires in 
mid-September.  A 30% tax credit from the federal government is still 
available to new customers for any out of pocket expenses to install solar 
panels, according to SolarCity's Thomas LaFargue.  But, with this special 
SolarCity offer, I did not have any out of pocket expenses. 

My first bill will arrive in October and will be about $65.00.  SolarCity 
guarantees the lifetime performance of the solar panels and sells me 
power at a rate that's cheaper than Oncor will. 

I’m not saying that solar energy is a panacea or that it will save our 
planet. After all, I haven’t even had a year's experience with it yet. But, 
I do think it’s worth looking into.  If you'd like more information, please 
contact me at dianathered@att.net or 817- 732-1889.

THOMAS PLACE COMMUNITY CENTER 

4237 LAFAYETTE AVENUE 

817-735-1751 

commuNitY YArd SALE 
Saturday September 21 
7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Rent a 10 x 10 foot spot for $10 
Sign up for a space by calling 817-735-1751

HALLoWEEN cANdY BouNcE 
Thursday October 31 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Bounce houses and free candy 
The safe Halloween alternative for kids of all ages
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When Joe and Elizabeth Carey 
moved into their home in 1991, the 
landscaping consisted of two lone 
nandina bushes by the sidewalk and a 
plastic plant stuck into the ground by the 
driveway.  “My Uncle Vane and Aunt 
Pauline Justin built this house,” explains 
Joe who spent many of his early 
years playing with his cousins there.

“The yard has evolved,” explains Joe.  
The first thing the couple planted was 
a crepe myrtle on the east side of the 
house.  It’s still there, but has been 
dramatically trimmed back after a recent 
beetle infestation. Elizabeth “can’t 
bring herself to kill a plant,” Joe says. 

The couple was awarded Yard of the 
Month the year after they moved into 
the house. “We had boxwoods, some 
vinca and two hanging baskets of 
petunias,” according to Joe.

“We’re the wrong people 
to ask for garden tips,” Joe admits.  “We are no experts 
and depend on the advice of neighbors, like Laura Jenkins 

(AHNA Yard of the Month winner in September 2008).”

Four years ago, Joe and Elizabeth hired Kile, of The Look by Kile that 
used to be on the corner of Clover Lane and Camp Bowie Boulevard, to 
help them with their landscape.  “He gave us some ideas and laid out 
the boxwoods and put in the varigated liriope and the knock out roses.”

The giant crepe myrtle by their driveway spent six years 
floundering in their backyard.  “It never grew over five feet tall,” 
says Joe.  But, as soon as they moved it up front, “it just took off”.  

For the last several summers, they put in red hibiscus, but switched to 
yellow this year.  The hanging baskets are filled with Wave petunias 
and watered by drip irrigation.  Purple angelonia are in pots on the 
porch, along with rosemary, lantana and more knockout roses.  

In the front beds is dwarf Mexican petunia (ruellia), courtesy of 
their neighbor Julie.  They use soaker hoses to water the flower 
beds.  “It’s a more efficient way to water,” says Joe, an Irving 
firefighter who moonlights at Cook Childrens Medical Center.

The Careys have been waging a battle with aggressive sweet potato vine 
they planted last year that took over the nearby verbena and hibiscus.  
“We pulled out the vine last year, but some of the green potato vine 
came back again this year,” says Elizabeth, who works as a personal 
assistant.  Joe says the vines produce sweet potatoes the size of softballs. 
“I found a potato that I missed from last year,” says Joe. “After the first 
freeze this winter, I’m going to make sure I pull out every potato.”  

For twenty years their front yard was planted with bermuda 
grass, but two years ago they put in St. Augustine. “It’s turned 
out to be more work,” says Joe who has been fighting fungus 
in the new grass.  “We’re still experimenting with watering.”

AHNA‘S AUGUST YARD OF THE MONTH

Joe and Elizabeth Carey’s home at 4028 Pershing Avenue was awarded AHNA’s August Yard of the Month.  They 
received a $25 gift certificate from Archie’s Gardenland and a free year’s membership in AHNA.  her grandmother 
died, Susan moved there to raise her own family and has been gardening there ever since. (Photograph by Kelly Jo Nial)
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Katharine O’Connor brought her front 
yard back to life beginning in 1993 when 
she moved back into her childhood 
home at 1620 Frederick Street.  

“The yard was very bare,” says Katharine 
who first moved to Frederick Street with 
her parents in 1954.  

“Mom had been a big gardener,” 
Katharine explains.  “She was very 
involved in flower arranging with Fort 
Worth Woman’s Club, so I had to 
honor that heritage.” Katharine’s first 
step to revive the yard was to put in a 
sprinkler system. Then, she expanded 
the flowerbeds.

Over the last twenty years, Katharine 
has created a classic cottage garden, 
overflowing with flowers, herbs, roses, 
vines and trees.  Among her favorites is 
a Penelope rose bush that produces “the most beautiful champagne 
peach flowers” and her grandmother’s peonies, re-planted on Frederick 
in 1971.  

Boxwoods, cannas, loropetalum, nandina, a Mexican plum tree and a 
butterfly-friendly vitex tree provide the backdrop to a ramble of yellow 
columbine, antique roses, cascading rosemary, oakleaf hydrangea, rusty 
blackhaw virburnum, variegated pittosporum, mint, parsley hawthorn, 
a Texas star lily and leatherleaf ferns.  Caladiums are planted for contrast 
throughout the landscape “so they can dance around”.  Katie dwarf 
ruellia runs wild, sneaking up through the cracks in the sidewalk.  The 
Texas hibiscus is winter hardy, blooming “big red platters” during the 
summer.  A birdbath is tucked in the middle of all the foliage. 

A front curb bed spotlights an array of salvia, shasta daisies, and junipers.  
The parkway beds are filled with lavender, black and blue salvia, sedum, 
and “leftover lilies from church”.  Katharine enjoys sculpting the mature 
variegated privet by the driveway and routinely “bonzais” her crepe 
myrtle by the sidewalk.

On the north side of the yard, Katharine has planted white fall clematis 
that intertwines with volunteer morning glories, a pink rose named Mary 
Rose, variegated privet and white lantana.  Nearby a tall pistache tree 
shades an umbrella lily and white Texas lily underneath it.  

Katharine, who works as a counselor at Azle I.S.D., gardens organically 
to contribute to a healthy ecosystem that creates a habitat for good 
yard critters, like anoles and wood lizards.  “We used to have lots of 
horny toads all over this area,” she says.  She fertilizes her grass and the 
vegetable garden at the side of the house with corn gluten meal.  The 
flower beds are heavily mulched with “any kind of hardwood mulch 
which makes for good worms”.  She uses a circular composter and just 
purchased a worm farm.  

For watering, Katharine schedules the stations in five-minute cycles to 
eliminate runoff; instead of watering each station for fifteen minutes, 

AHNA‘S SEPTEMBER YARD OF THE MONTH

Over the last twenty years, Katharine O’Connor has created at 1620 Frederick Street a classic cottage garden, 
overflowing with perennial flowers, herbs, roses, and vines.

she schedules three cycles of five minutes each. 

Hats off to Katharine for helping to make our neighborhood a beautiful 
place.  She received a $25 gift certificate to Archie’s Gardenland and a 
year’s membership in AHNA.

1700 University Drive  |  Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400
817.332.4441  |      Follow us @BRIT_org  |      Facebook.com/BRITorg

The exhibit documents the growth of one of Japan’s premier 

botanical gardens. The exhibit will include plant specimens, plant 

photos, rare books, and other memorabilia from the garden.



10 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2013 www.arlingtonheightsna.com

Abandoned homes in Arlington Heights are rare, and even more 
infrequent are abandoned homes that go unoccupied for years, as is 
the case of 4201 Birchman Avenue, directly west of South Hi Mount 
Elementary School.   Nearby neighbors have complained to Code 
Compliance for years about the tall grass and overgrown bushes, as 
well as the piles of junk mail and circulars littering the front porch.  One 
neighbor says  “it takes three or four calls before someone comes out to 
mow, and then, sadly, they don’t always do a very good job.” 

The beige brick duplex at the corner of Birchman Avenue and Thomas 
Place was built in 1939.  In 1955, Abe and Clara Cohen bought it and 
moved into one side of it with their daughter, Marsha; the other side was 
rented by long-term tenants carried over from the previous owners. “My 
parents bought the property from the Smiths, who I think actually built 
it,” according to Marsha Cohen Tweed. 

Marsha remembers her parents took over the other side of the duplex 
a few years later when they decided to remodel and add a second story 
with two bedrooms, two baths and a den.  The garage apartment in the 
back was rented continuously over the years, including to one tenant 
who stayed there for 17 years. 

Neighbors remember how well the Cohens took care of their property. 
When Mrs. Cohen moved to an assisted living facility in 1999, the triplex 
property was sold to Augustine Trevino.  The property changed hands 
again in 2005, according the Tarrant Appraisal District records, when 
Jason and Allison Castillo bought it.  Since then, it has slowly deteriorated 
and has for several years been vacant, surrounded by well-kept single-
family homes, almost all of which are valued at $200,000 or more; 
one is valued at over $300,000.  Little wonder that many of the nearby 

THE SAD SAGA OF AN ABANDONED HOME
property owners have had their fill of living next to an abandoned home. 

Since May 2011, the City of Fort Worth has been sending inspectors to 
the property, all of whom have found multiple building standards code 
violations, including exposed wiring, leaking roof, damaged floors, walls 
and ceiling, and rotting wood on the balcony.  There have also been tall 
grass violations issued, as well as a bee infestation.  

The property’s owners and lienholders (Aegis Wholesale Corporation 
which filed for bankruptcy in 2007, then Countrywide Home Loans 
became the successor of interest, and now Bank of America holds the 
lien) were notified about the violations six times in writing until they were 
all finally ordered to appear before the Fort Worth Building Standards 
Commission on December 7, 2012 when case #HS-13-16 was 
scheduled to be heard.  

The owners did not show, but a code compliance officer did and testified 
that he found both the front duplex structure and the accessory garage 
apartment in the back to be in violation of multiple building standards 
codes and recommended to the commissioners that they determine the 
duplex and garage apartment to be substandard.  The commissioners 
were told that the owners left a voice mail with city staff stating that the 
property had been foreclosed on and that they no longer owned it.  

After city staff conducted a title search and checked Tarrant Appraisal 
District records, they found that in both cases the Castillos are still listed 
as the owners. The Building Standards Commission voted unanimously 
to give the property owners thirty days to bring the Birchman Avenue 
property up to code. 
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The case came before the Building Standards Commission 
again on March 25, 2013.  Again, neither the owners or 
the lienholders showed up for the hearing.  Code Officer 
Boyd Oomging testified that no attempts to rectify the 
deficiencies had been made and no active permits had 
been filed for this address.  Assistant City Attorney Harvey 
Frye told the commission that it was 78 days past the time 
the commission ordered the building to be brought into 
compliance with code, so he recommended assessing a 
civil penalty of $100 a day for 78 days.  The commission 
voted unanimously to assess a $7,800 civil penalty which is 
attached to the property. 

The Building Standards Commission has the ability to issue 
civil penalties of up to $1,000 a day, but they rarely do.  
“If someone comes to the commission, we’re usually very 
lenient,” explains AHNA member Mike Ward who serves 
on the Building Standards Commission.  “If they show us 
that they’re trying to do something, we’ll find a way to work 
with them. “

It is September now with no change at the Birchman triplex. 
The grass and weeds grow taller every day, as the junk circulars pile 
up on the porch.  Poor Mrs. Cohen would be shocked to see what’s 
become of the place she once called home.  

If a citizen has a complaint about a neglected property, high grass, junk 
vehicles, or accumulations of mail and newspapers, you can report 

it anonymously by calling 817-392-1234.   If the grass is taller than 
twelve inches, the property owner will be notified by the city via certified 
mail and is given ten days to mow it.  If it’s not mowed by then, a city 
contractor will do the job.  The average bill for a residential lot is $250 
and is payable within thirty days.  Failure to pay for mowing may result 
in a lien being placed against the property.

Precious Paws Pet Sitting of Fort 
Worth

IN your HOME pet care
Amy Taylor Owner/Operator

www.preciouspaws-ftw.com OR (817)266-1985

Call us today or visit our website for a FREE in 
home evaluation.

Our job is for you to be able to go away and know 
your home and your precious pets are in the BEST 

possible care.
(Arlington Heights Residents get HALF off 

cost)

**References are available upon request**

Help me!  My name is 4201 Birchman Avenue and I’m a very sad house in a serious state of 
disrepair. I’ve been abandoned for three years now and I think I’ve been forgotten. How long 
can I go on like this?

&Become a member
receive your newsletter six times a year!

Please check: M New member M renewing member 

M Household $15 M Senior $10 M Business $25 

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

What are your concerns/interests? ____________________

Would you like to join a committee? __________________

Please mail annual dues ($15 for household, $25 for business) to:

AHNA, Po Box 470692, Fort Worth, tx 76147-0692
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Creative Minds for Hire
thelaborshed.com

“I went to school with a lot of the kids from the orphanage,” says Margie. 

She attended middle school at Stripling Junior High on Clover Lane and 
was one of 220 in the graduating class of 1943 at Arlington Heights 
High School.  At the time, high school diplomas in Texas were awarded 
at the end of 11th grade; there was no 12th grade until 1952.   

Margie’s father wanted her to go to John Tarleton Agricultural College 
to become a meteorologist, but she chose instead Whitworth College 
in Brookhaven, Mississippi where she received a degree in home 
economics. After returning to Fort Worth, she took two semesters of 
classes at TCU. 

The United States was in the thick of World War II when Margie answered 
an ad in the newspaper for a job in Washington, D.C.  Not yet 21, she 
moved to D.C. with her friend Peggy Whitehead to work for the Bureau 
of Ships and lived with her older sister, Jean, who was already settled 
there.  When Margie returned to Fort Worth at the end of 1946, she 
was hired to be a reservationist for Braniff Airlines.   Then, her life took 
a big turn. 

Enter Tom Phillips who grew up at 5301 Byers Avenue and attended 
both Stripling and Heights with Margie.  Even though they knew each 
other, they had never dated, because according to Margie “he wasn’t 
available”.   When Tom was discharged from the Army in December 
1946, having served under General Dwight D. Eisenhower in Germany, 

(MEMORY LANE - Continued from Page 1)

Margie Wise’s home at 4624 El Campo Avenue dates back to 1907, according to Tarrant Appraisal District records.   The white two-story house is in the center 
of this birds eye view photograph taken in October 1917.  The camera is facing east and shows the historic Sanguinet home at 4729 Collinwood Avenue and the 
Jenkins home at 4630 Collinwood Avenue on the left (both are still standing).  World War I Army camp tents of Camp Bowie are in the background. (Photograph 
courtesy of Scott and Rose Ferguson)
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he asked Margie to go to a hockey game at Will Rogers Coliseum.  
They dated for three years, often going to the popular Jenny Lynn’s on 
Highway 80 to drink and dance.

Tom, whose father, Leo, was a dentist, went to Notre Dame in January 
1947 to finish his pre-med degree.  After graduation in 1948, he 
returned to Fort Worth to work at Terrell Laboratories with the renowned 
Dr. May Owen.  He began dental school at Baylor in Dallas in January 
1949 and in March 1950, Margie and Tom were married in a wedding 
Margie carefully planned out to take place at her parents’ home on El 
Campo.  Margie and Tom Phillips’ first home was a small apartment 
in Dallas where they lived until Tom finished dental school in October 
1951.  

Marguerite and Walker Wise continued to live in the El Campo house 
until 1967.   Scott and Rose Ferguson live there today and have been 
excellent stewards of one of the oldest homes still standing in Arlington 
Heights. 

Though Margie and Tom never moved back to Arlington Heights after 
1952 when they had the first of six children, the neighborhood will 
always be a special place to them.  Today, two of their daughters are 
members of the Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association and call 
Arlington Heights home. 

Remarkably, this fall Margie and Tom will attend their 70th high school 
class reunion.   The event takes place on Saturday October 19 at 11 
a.m. at Rivercrest Country Club.  More than 100 people are attending. 

Frank Sherwood, who is the head of the organizing committee for 
the reunion, has invited all the Heights graduating classes from 1940 
through 1948 to the October event.  The cost is $50.00 per person for 
a seated three-course luncheon that includes entertainment and a cash 
bar.  For more information about this historic one-day event, contact 
Frank Sherwood at 817-731-2247 or at fs57wood@sbcglobal.net.

Just married:  Margie and Tom Phillips were married on March 18,1950 in a 
ceremony at 4624 El Campo Avenue, where Margie lived with her parents, 
Marguerite and Walker Wise. (Photograph courtesy of Margie and Tom Phillips)

YoutH cLASSES

Karate* - $32/month - Ages 5-7 
Wednesdays 6pm  

$42/month - Ages 8 & up 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 6pm  

*2nd child discount

Tumbling - $27/month (5 & up) 
Wednesdays 6:30pm or Thursdays 6:30pm

Yoga  - Free - Ages 4-7  
2nd Saturday of month - 10:05am - 10:30am

After School Program - $34/month (Age 5-13) 
Mondays - Fridays 3-6pm 

We walk students from South Hi Mount

AduLt cLASSES

*New Power Yoga - $25/month 
Saturdays 11am

Yoga - $25/mo. for 1 class or $35/mo. for both 
Mondays & Thursdays 6pm

Low Impact Yoga - call for prices 
Mondays 1:30pm & Wednesdays 2:30pm

Group Fitness Class - Free 
Mondays 2:30pm & Wednesdays 11am

Zumba - $15/month 
Saturdays 10am

THOMAS PLACE COMMUNITY CENTER 

4237 LAFAYETTE AVENUE 

817-735-1751
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A .H.N.A .

ArLiNgtoN HEigHtS
NEigHBorHood ASSociAtioN

P .o . Box 470692
Fort WortH, tExAS
76147

Proceeds raised from the 2013 
Christmas in Cowtown Holiday 
Gift Market events are used to

 give grants to various charitable 
organizations in Fort Worth. 

2013-2014 BENEFICIARIES

Alliance For Children 
Breakthrough Fort Worth

Fort Worth Museum of Science & History
Opening Doors For Women In Need

Presbyterian Night Shelter
SafeHaven of Tarrant County

The First Tee of Fort Worth YWCA

Thank you to our sponsors:
Preview Party Title Sponsor

Ticket Sponsor

Media Sponsors

Valet Parking Sponsor
Hiley Buick GMC of Fort Worth

Market Bag Sponsors
Texas Health Harris Methodist 

Hospital Fort Worth
Williams Trew Sotheby’s Realty

Advocate
Frost Bank

Stacy Furniture & Interior Design 
Wells Fargo

As of August 5, 2013

            Market Hours:
October 3 from 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
October 4 from 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
October 5 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Ticket Prices:
$10/Guest online and at the door and $8 at area 

Tom Thumb locations. Group packages available. 

Shop from 145 elite 
and unique merchantS! 

Featuring home décor, jewelry, 
clothing, children’s products, 
gourmet food, seasonal items 

and more!

Join us for one of our special events:
Christmas in Cowtown Preview Party presented 

by Cook Children’s Medical Center
• • •

High Heels and Holly Private Shopping 
and Luncheon

 • • • 
These Boots Were Made for Shopping 

Girls’ Night Out

For more information, please visit www.ChristmasInCowtown.com

October 3-5, 2013
Will Rogers Memorial Center


