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HIDDEN NEIGHBORHOOD TREASURES

94 year-old Nadine Nichols runs Jenna’s Hope of Grace Mission, behind Grace United Methodist Church 
at the corner of Clover Lane and Calmont Avenue.  The one-room shop is a homegrown version of a 
Goodwill whose proceeds go to the church’s mission projects. 

by Christina Patoski

When Nadine Nichols decides to do something, get 
out of her way and watch her go. Rifling through 
the knot of keys on her keychain, she deftly finds 
the right one and swings open the door to her little 
kingdom, Jenna’s Hope of Grace Mission.  Tucked 
behind Grace United Methodist Church, Jenna’s 
began as a special project of the church on the 
corner of Clover Lane and Calmont Avenue.   “We 
started it to help people and to make some money 
for the church’s mission projects and to keep some 
of us ladies busy,” explains Nadine who has worked 
there since Jenna’s opened in October of 2001. 

When the small wood-frame outbuilding became 
vacant after serving as a meeting space for the Boy 
Scouts and then a ladies quilting group for many 
years, the ladies of the church decided to stock it 
with donated clothing, housewares, toys and books 
and opened for business, selling pre-owned and 
new items to the public. They named their effort 
after the youngest member of their congregation, 
Jenna Lundberg, who today is 14 years old.

Technically Jenna’s is a thrift shop, but Fort Worth 
city code recognizes it as a community outreach 
church mission project.  That’s why there are no price tags on anything 
and it’s not advertised as a store or a shop.  Proceeds from Jenna’s go 
to the church’s local, national and global mission projects, not to the 
church itself.  Weather permitting, Jenna’s is open on Fridays from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. until noon.  You’ll know 
they’re open for business if you see the open signs in front of the well-
marked building facing Calmont Avenue at Clover Lane.  

These days Nadine pretty much runs the show at Jenna’s, with help 
from Judi Lovell, Jim Wilson, church secretary Janice Culpepper, and 
others.  During the week, Nadine sorts through the merchandise and 
straightens up.  “We could always use another volunteer to help us sort 
and pack stuff up,” says Nadine who admits to being long-time thrifter 
herself.  “I try to keep the stock fresh,” she says.  “So, after about two 
months and as we get new stuff in, I send the old stock to Salvation 
Army or Union Gospel Mission.”  Merchandise is also passed on to First 
Street Mission, United Community Centers, ARC, YWCA and Goodwill. 
Throughout the year, Jenna’s sends shoes, socks, underwear and t-shirts 
to the Presbyterian Night Shelter and Union Gospel Mission and sends 
toiletries to the Day Resource Center.  

Most of the donated items come from the church congregation, as 
well as Arlington Heights neighbors, like TCU professor Jeff Ferrell who 
famously dumpster dives throughout the west side of town and shares 
some of his bounty with Jenna’s.  “Jeff brings us stuff all the time, usually 
glassware and dishes, sometimes clothes, jewelry and accessories,” 
says Nadine. “The things he brings are awfully nice--it’s amazing what 
people get rid of.”   

Jenna’s can’t take furniture donations because there’s no storage space, 
but they accept just about anything else.  Nadine says that sometimes 
“people we don’t even know call and say they want to donate,” after 
cleaning out their closets or following a garage sale.   The church loves 
receiving donated items, but requests that donors call ahead to make 
arrangements for bringing them to the church. 

For the most part, Jenna’s customers come from the neighborhood, 
some of them visiting every week to see what’s new.  People with 
emergency needs or special circumstances can shop at Jenna’s without 
making any donations.  Jenna’s makes money for their mission projects, 

(Continued on Page 9)



2 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2015 www.arlingtonheightsna.com

A .H.N. A .

AHNA EXECUTIVE BOARD

President 
Brenda Helmer

president@arlingtonheightsna.com
817-371-5800

Vice President 
Kelly Jo Nial 

vicepresident@arlingtonheightsna.com 
817-798-0349 

Secretary 
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Treasurer 
Renee Tidwell

Tidwell1@charter.net
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Jessica Redman
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Sergio Yanes
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Richard Chowning
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Neighborhood Animal Concerns 
Kelly Jo Nial
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817-798-0349 

Citizens on Patrol 
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PO Box 470692

Fort Worth, Texas 76147 
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Tom McNutt
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thomas.mcnutt@fortworthtexas.gov

Fort Worth Police
non-emergency

number
817-335-4222

Fort Worth City Councilman
Dennis Shingleton

817-392-8807 
district7@fortworthtexas.gov

Code Compliance Officer
Marc Oler

817-879-8429
marc.oler@fortworthtexas.gov

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
by AHNA President Brenda Helmer

Thank you for your confidence in my leadership ability for the benefit of AHNA.  My husband 
and I have lived at 4900 Birchman for almost seventeen years.  We took a home built in 1942 
and repurposed it for our Castle on the Corner.  Therein lies my fondness for Arlington Heights:  
owner-occupied bungalow beauties, eclectic elegance bursting with babies and young families 
galore.

I grew up on the bluff of Mistletoe Drive for the better part of 35 years.  I remember back then 
the slogan of “I love my nosey neighbors.”  Everyone knew everyone.  It wasn’t about being a 
busybody, it was about safety, security and being a concerned citizen.  Our doors were unlocked, 
our cars were casually restrained, and our biggest fear was the dog-catcher.  That is also my 
missive for AHNA--know your neighbors.  Beware and be aware.   Arlington Heights is known for 
its homey atmosphere and laidback dwellers.  I want to keep it that way with your help.

Several issues are plaguing our neighborhood this year.  Property crime is a problem in Arlington 
Heights and all over the city.  We love our Neighborhood Patrol Officer Tom McNutt and will fight 
to keep his guard in our community.  Get to know Tom by coming to AHNA’s monthly membership 
meetings--he is always there and gives us the latest neighborhood crime figures and trends.  

Our neighbors on the east side of Arlington Heights are working hard to figure out solutions to 
their challenging on-street parking problems which are bound to get worse with the new Will 
Rogers arena.  Street parking will be just one of the problems that comes from living right next 
door to a 14,000 multi-purpose entertainment arena. 

Then, there are those torrential rainstorms which continue to wreak drainage havoc in various 
parts of our neighborhood.  

And, code enforcement is an on-going issue for all of us. 

I look forward to the opportunity to serve AHNA and appreciate your inventive input which is 
essential in order for our society to succeed.  I can be reached on my cell phone at 817-371-
5800.  Texting is the best way for me to respond to you with immediacy.  My email is bdhelmer@
sbcglocal.net.  Or just stop by my home at 4900 Birchman Avenue.  I would love to meet you 
and attend to your concerns.  I cherish the chance to further AHNA this year with your help and 
assistance.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation when called upon.

CONNECT WITH US!

Like our Facebook page
Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association

 
Follow us on Twitter @AHNAFW
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ADVERTISING RATES
Current circulation is 400 households bi-monthly

Business card: $25

1/4 Page: $50

1/2 Page: $100

Full Page: $200
Call 817-738-0330 or email newsletter@arlingtonheightsna.com

AHNA Meeting Schedule 

       NEW DAY and NEW PLACE
Tuesday January 20, 2015

 
Tuesday February 17, 2015

 
Tuesday March 17, 2015 

 

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.    Every 3rd Tuesday 
Our meetings are held at the Fort Worth Firefighters Hall 

3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Road

A .H .N. A .

Funds in Unrestricted Bank Account 
$5,092.04 - Balance as of 12/31/14

Funds in Restricted Bank Account 
$5,402.75 - Balance as of 12/31/14

&Become a member
receive your newsletter six times a year!

Please check: M New member M Renewing member 

M Household $15 M Senior $10 M Business $25 

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

What are your concerns/interests? ____________________

Would you like to join a committee? __________________

Please mail annual dues ($15 for household, $25 for business) to:

AHNA, PO Box 470692, Fort Worth, TX 76147-0692

The boundaries of
Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association

are the triangle of
Camp Bowie Boulevard on the north

Montgomery Street on the east
and Interstate Highway 30

on the south and west.

WINTER BYOB SOCIAL
ON JANUARY 20
There’s no better way to start out the new year than gathering with your 
neighbors in convivial fellowship.  Arlington Heights Neighborhood 
Association’s monthly meeting on Tuesday January 20 is just the place 
to do it.

Please join us for AHNA’s Winter Social at 6:30 p.m. at the Fort Worth 
Firefighters Hall, 3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Road.  It’s BYOB, so bring 
your favorite beverage, adult and otherwise, along with something to 
munch on, though neither is required.  

Take a break from your hum drum life and come by and say hello to 
new AHNA President Brenda Helmer and the rest of the AHNA officers 
and Executive Board. This meeting is open to everyone and is great way 
to find out what’s going on in our neighborhood.

OUT OF AFRICA
ON FEBRUARY 17
Come along on a vicarious travel adventure to Africa with Sergio Yanes, 
the guest speaker at AHNA’s membership meeting on Tuesday February 
17 at the Fort Worth Firefighters Hall, 3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline 
Road.  Sergio will take us along on his recent once-in-a-lifetime trip to 
the Serengeti in Tanzania and a grueling ascent and descent of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, the tallest peak in Africa and one of seven summits. 

Sergio started training for his dream hike six months ago; it paid off 
because he says the hardest part of the long climb up to 19,341 feet 
and back down again was lack of sleep and sore feet.  

Sergio photographed not only his Kilimanjaro trek, but also the wildlife 
the Serengeti is famous for, including a few months old baby elephant.  
Sergio’s incredible stories and engaging photographs are sure to tempt 
you to start planning your own safari pronto.   This meeting is open to 
everyone.
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Sally Joslin, 48 
lost 21 pounds and 19 inches

Your KICKSTART Program Includes:
n 8 Fat-Blasting Accelerator Training Sessions 

($340 Value)
n 4-week Membership at our Private Training 

Studio ($32 Value)
n Fast Start Consultation  

($40 value)
n LeanBody Done-for-You Fat 

Loss Meal Plan ($57 value)
n Unlimited E-mail Coaching 

(Priceless)

CUSTOM KICKSTART PROGRAM

$197
This special program is available ONLY to the FIRST 11 APPLICANTS  

if you register before November 21, 2014!

Call Dave Fannin at The Body Firm  – 817.320.0743
FREE Special Report “The Ultimate Body Transformation  
Secret” at: thebodyfirm.biz/kickstart

817.320.0743  n  thebodyfirm.biz  n  Get results.

ONLY$469
Save
$272!

“Who Else Wants to Lose AT LEAST 15 Pounds and 
Look and Feel Better Than You Have in Years?”

GOOD GOLLY WE HAD 
A GRATIFYINGLY 
GRACIOUS “GOBBLE, 
GOBBLE” GATHERING!
By Beth Kaufmann

Nearly 200 members, neighbors, friends and family attended the annual 
AHNA Thanksgiving dinner and celebration Tuesday, November 18 at 
the Fort Worth Firefighters Hall.  Turnout and participation in coordinating 
the event was significantly up from prior years, an indication that the 
new time and location for AHNA meetings is improving neighborhood 
participation. Folks began arriving before 6 p.m. and stayed to mingle 
well past 8 p.m.

The auditorium at the Firefighters Hall lends itself to group settings 
with its inviting space, warm lighting, presentation facilities, and comfy 
chairs.  Clint Brewer, Public Relations Manager for the Firefighters, was 
on hand throughout the event to offer friendly support.  Outgoing 
AHNA President Jessica Redman and incoming President Brenda 
Helmer decorated the hall with holiday tablecloths and hand decorated 
autumn-themed Mason jars with candles.  Setting up the tables was a 
Herculean effort, with many, many hours going into preparations.

AHNA Executive Board member Pat McCready contributed her usual 
master chef skills, getting the generous trays of roast turkey, cornbread 
dressing, and giblet gravy from Central Market to the kitchen and then 

out to the serving tables, piping hot and ready to devour. This annual 
event truly couldn’t have gone on without her oversight and expertise. 
Most everyone in attendance brought a favorite dish to share, from 
homemade vegetables, casseroles, deviled eggs and pies, to yummy 
holiday selections from area bakeries and grocers. 

Kelly Jo Nial managed the front desk throughout the event, a hands-
on time-consuming task, and Sergio Yanes coordinated parking and 
traffic outside.  Paul and Melissa Hunter, Brenda and Z. Helmer, and 
Beth Kaufmann pitched in before, during and after the event wherever 
needed to keep the food and fellowship flowing.  Pat soldiered on until 
the end and delivered the leftovers to the firefighters at Station 18, our 
local firehouse on Carleton Avenue.

Several attendees brought wine, bubbly, and beer to share and many 
in attendance raised a glass of holiday cheer.  Jessica spoke briefly as 
outgoing president, reminding us of the many blessings we share and 
the need for all of us to contribute to our community as good neighbors, 
concerned citizens, and caring friends. It’s up to us to protect our eclectic 
historic neighborhood and valuable property and to hold our local 
elected officials accountable.

Special thanks to Central Market for once again donating the lion’s 
share of our feast--roasted turkey, cornbread dressing, giblet gravy 
and fancy rolls. Be sure and let them know how much we enjoyed their 
generous gift of great food. 

Sally’s Flowers donated lovely Thanksgiving centerpieces that were 
given to lucky neighbors to take home and enjoy. Sally’s Flowers is a 
longstanding family-owned business and all around good neighbor!

Thomas Place Community Center loaned us extra tables and he-man 
Colin Tidwell helped us move them.  Clint Brewer provided the transport, 
Brenda Helmer and Jessica Redman did the shopping, and Paul Hunter 
provided the excellent music.  Lisa Bashore put up the meeting signs 
all over the neighborhood, as she does before every single AHNA 
membership meeting.  Many thanks to all--it wouldn’t have happened 
without you.

Please remember to join us next November for this wonderful 
Thanksgiving gathering of food and fellowship.  The more the merrier!  
GOBBLE GOBBLE!

THANK YOU!

for your generous donations  
to the AHNA Thanksgiving Potluck 
You are our neighborhood heroes!
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ARLINGTON HEIGHTS MOMS GROUP OFF AND 
RUNNING 
The Indian summer weather was made to 
order for the first event of Arlington Heights 
Moms Group at Thomas Place Community 
Center.  On November 24,  more than 40 
moms, kids, a dog and a dad, turned out 
for playtime and a complimentary lunch, 
provided by Arlington Heights Neighborhood 
Association and Thomas Place Community 
Center.  Organizers Holly Emler, Vanessa 
Grinnell and Courtney Holt were thrilled with 
the turnout and enthusiastic response by all 
who attended.

More mom/kids events are in the works.  If 
you’re a mom and are interested in hanging 
out with other neighborhood moms and 
kids, get in touch through the Facebook page 
Arlington Heights Fort Worth Moms or email 
holly.emler@gmail.com.  “The response was 
so good to one mom’s posting about doing a 
dinner group, I think we’re going to have to 
break up into smaller groups based on kids 
ages and time of day,” according to Holly.  Fun!

ERCA_MAY_2014.pdf   1   5/9/14   2:12 PM

(Left to right) Morgan Qualls, holds her 8 month-old son, Grayson, while chatting with Analiese Hill and her 
son Oliver, age 3, at the free lunch for the Arlington Heights Mom’s Group in late November.  Look for more 
mom and kid events this spring.
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On December 2, more than eighty neighbors who live near Montgomery 
Street attended an open meeting to share their stories and propose 
solutions to the existing traffic and street parking problems that will 
undoubtedly get worse once the new Will Rogers arena is built.   

Sergio Yanes, who was asked by Fort Worth City Councilman Dennis 
Shingleton to chair the Street Parking Task Force, told the crowd at the 
December meeting, “whatever plan we finally decide on, we’ll probably 
have to keep tweaking it along the way.”  The final program is not likely 
to be a one-size-fits-all and could include different components for the 
various streets intersecting Montgomery Street.  

It was clear from the fifty-plus comments that were made during the 
evening that there is not strong consensus for a resident parking permit 
program. Objections include that it’s too restrictive to the residents who 
are typically limited to two street parking spaces per household.  What 
happens when you have family over for the holidays or crews working 
on your house?  One Crestline Street resident said his block doesn’t 
have enough room today to provide two parking spaces per household. 
The comment was made that the temporary paper No Parking signs 
currently posted during rodeo do not work and that we need permanent 
ones.  A gentleman from Tulsa Way said he thinks the signs are ugly and 
he didn’t want one in his yard.

During the course of the evening, neighbors proposed some interesting 
ideas, including beta-testing different solutions on various streets over 
the next few years before the arena opens in 2019.  A number of 
neighbors want to encourage Will Rogers event-goers to park in the 

parking garages and surface lots by imbedding the cost of parking in 
event ticket prices, so they will pay for parking whether they use it or not.  

It was pointed out that street parking problems occur not just during 
the three weeks of the Fort Worth Stock Show, but also during the Gun 
Show in late December and the Cowtown Marathon in late February. 

Several people said they would like to see during arena events 
manned barricades at the end of neighborhood streets that intersect 
Montgomery Street.  It was suggested that the Fort Worth Stock Show 
hire its own parking crew to enforce parking and traffic around the Will 
Rogers campus and include the cost of enforcement in the arena rental 
fee for each event. 

Stiff fines and strict enforcement for lawbreakers was suggested by 
several people.  “If you strictly enforce the rules, they will be followed,” 
said one of the neighbors.  There was a lot of consensus about the 
importance of vigorous enforcement, whether it’s towing or ticketing.  

In order to limit arena traffic through our neighborhood, one person 
suggested to permanently close off all neighborhood streets intersecting 
Montgomery, except those with traffic lights. Someone suggested using 
hardscape to discourage westbound traffic off of Montgomery Street.  “If 
you reduce traffic through the neighborhood, you’ll also reduce crime,” 
one woman suggested.  Another neighbor thought that closing off 
streets would make things worse. Someone countered that he “didn’t 
move to Arlington Heights to live in a gated community.”  Someone else 
was against this idea because it would limit access for police and fire. 

Several neighbors emphasized that on street parking is primarily a 
safety issue, and only secondarily an inconvenience to residents.  It was 
pointed out that many of the neighborhood streets in this area are so 
narrow that when both sides are parked with cars, there’s not enough 
room for police and fire to get through. 

The suggestion was made that when people buy event tickets by mail, 
that an information sheet be included that says neighborhood street 
parking is not allowed.  Other suggestions were to park and shuttle 
people from Farrington Field or Christ Chapel Bible Church.   Sergio 
reminded the group that AHNA’s Memorandum of Understanding with 
Christ Chapel includes an agreement that its parking be used only for 
church events, not off-campus events.     

Gypsy parking lots that pop up on the lawns of $500,000 homes during 
the Colonial golf tournament were mentioned, as was the potential for 
late night loitering and drunks.  One neighbor observed that out of town 
cowboys don’t always stop at the stop signs.  Another said that people 
are already living in their campers while parked in the parking lots on 
Trail Drive.   A neighbor observed that the arena is a business decision by 
private owners and that our parking problems are not their problems.  
Someone said it was important for us to develop a working relationship 
with the Stock Show.

A woman observed that the I-30 exits will not be sufficient and traffic 
should be discouraged from using Montgomery Street and diverted 
to Trail Drive.  Someone from Frederick Street pointed out that traffic 
already stacks up at the stoplight on Montgomery Street and I-30.  

STREET PARKING UPDATE
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1700 University Drive  |  Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400
817.332.4441  |      Follow us @BRIT_org  |      Facebook.com/BRITorg

Happy New Year from 
Fort Worth’s favorite 

begonia, Bella!  

Join Bella the first Tuesday of every month starting in 
February for Bella’s Book Club where you and your little 

one will enjoy seasons of stories and fun side-by-side 
learning opportunities.

When:  10:30am -11:30am

Where: Botanical Research Institute of Texas 
1700 University Drive

For more information visit www.brit.org/education/bella. 
And, don’t forget, you can visit with Bella the 

First Saturday of each month at BRIT!

Another suggestion was that a traffic study 
should be done, especially during the three 
weeks of the rodeo. Someone said the 
simpler the solution, the better.

One far-sighted resident made the 
suggestion that the contract for the 
construction of the arena needs to include 
a clause that no construction workers can 
park on neighborhood streets since this 
was happening during the recent Kimbell 
Museum expansion project. 

The most out-of-the-box suggestion was for 
Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association 
to buy a tow truck and get into the business.  
Hmmm...that’s one way to fill up the association’s coffers in a hurry.

Following the December 2 meeting, the Street Parking Task Force, 
made up of members of the AHNA Zoning Committee as well as 
representatives from each of the neighborhood streets that intersect 
Montgomery Street, met to discuss what they heard at the open meeting.  
The task force decided the next step is to engage a professional traffic 
and parking consultant to understand what other stadiums/arenas have 
done to address parking in urban neighborhoods and to help develop 
a solution(s) that our neighborhood residents will be agreeable to.  So, 
that is in the works, with the encouragement and support of Councilman 
Shingleton. 

Many neighborhood streets in Arlington Heights, like Watonga and Owasso Streets, are too narrow for two 
lanes of traffic to negotiate through when both sides of the street are parked with cars. (Photo by David Miley)

Because this parking initiative got off the ground too late in the year for 
city staff to do any beta-testing this year, plans are underway for it to 
begin later in 2015 and in 2016.   There will be another open meeting 
of affected neighbors in the coming months.

In the meantime, all neighbors are encouraged to take photos during 
this year’s Stock Show and Cowtown Marathon.  If you’re using an 
I-phone camera, please increase your photo resolution to the maximum 
size, so the photos you send in will reproduce optimally.  Send photos, 
along with the location, time and date to parking@arlingtonheightsna.
com.  Also, let us know if you want to be added to the email list for 
updates or future meetings about street parking.
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Work crews are making headway to install new storm drain inlets and repair the existing one in the alley between the 
4900 blocks of Pershing and Birchman Avenues.  This area in the West Arlington Heights watershed experienced two 
damaging flash flood events in 2014. (Photo by Brenda Helmer)

A number of property owners in the 
West Arlington Heights watershed 
(roughly bounded by Camp Bowie 
Boulevard on the north, Hulen Street 
on the east, I-30 on the south, and 
Neville Street on the west) sustained 
damage in 2014 from swiftly-moving 
storm waters, as deep as three feet in 
some places.  During the downpours 
on June 24 and September 6, the 
force of the waters ripped off the 
back of a garage, several cars were 
flooded and totaled, fences set in 
concrete foundations were pulled 
out of the ground, property stored in 
garages and basements was ruined, 
landscaping was demolished, one 
house had ankle-deep water flowing 
in and through it, and two outdoor 
pets almost drowned.  Residents say 
they’ve not experienced flooding like 
this in the past ten years, or maybe 
longer.   

When Tyler Davis bought his home on 
the 4900 block of Pershing in 2012, 
the previous owners told him that 
water ran down the driveway when 
it rains. “My personal experience 
has been that flooding in the street after a very hard and fast rain, floods 
down my driveway and does enter my garage,” according to Tyler.  “It 
also will try to exit to the alley in the rear of the property, but it does 
not enter my residence and to my knowledge has not entered it in the 
past.”  City of Fort Worth stormwater engineers explained to Tyler that 
the diameters of the storm drain pipes throughout Arlington Heights 
are undersized, so during short, intense rain events, the storm drain 
system backs up and the stormwater tries to reach the alley, moving 
toward Birchman Avenue.  Tyler is concerned that flood water levels 
could increase as more new home construction continues nearby, but 
is “hopeful that the city will come up with a solution to keep the storm 
water drainage issue from worsening.”                              

Neighbors wonder if the new flooding problem has anything to do with 
the two new homes at 5000 and 5004 Birchman Avenue that were 
completed in the spring of 2014 on land that had long been vacant 
and is now covered with vast areas of concrete; the first devastating 
neighborhood flood in this area followed in June.  It’s plausible that the 
construction of the two new homes, along with the other large, new 
homes recently built on the north side of the 5000 block of Pershing, 
as well as the gated Meadowmere community built in 1999, could 
contribute to runoff being diverted down to the alley between the 4900 
blocks Pershing and Birchman Avenues.  

A number of neighbors have put in a tremendous amount of time 
and some money to help the city develop a solution for the flooding 
problem in that area.  They started a Facebook page, “West Arlington 
Heights Flooding”, and filled it with compelling videos and photographs 
documenting the drainage problems in this part of the neighborhood. 

Initially, the City considered constructing a new, larger storm drain pipe, 
starting near the intersection of Penticost Street and Pershing Avenue, 
then turning east on Pershing to Eldridge Street, then south, ultimately 
connecting into a larger TXDOT pipe near I-30.  However, at a meeting 
held on December 9, Greg Simmons, Assistant Director, Transportation 
and Public Works Department, Stormwater Division, told a group of 25 
affected neighbors that the plan was not feasible, and if implemented 
could potentially make worse the existing flooding problems on Hulen 
Street near Arlington Heights High School and Central Market. 

As the City continues to look for long-term solutions, the plan is to re-
grade and re-shape the alley between the 4900 blocks of Pershing and 
Birchman Avenues to remove ruts and low spots.  To improve drainage 
flow, the alley will be lowered slightly in some areas.  City crews have 
already begun repairing the alley’s existing damaged inlet and will add 
approximately fourteen linear feet of new grate inlets at the intersection 
of the alley and the Penticost Street right of way.  These will all be tied 
into the existing storm drain system.  On Pershing, the lid to the existing 
storm sewer manhole will be replaced with a locking lid to eliminate 
the lid from being dislodged when the drainage system surcharges/
backups during heavy rain events.  

In the meantime, neighbors are concerned their property values will 
decrease, while others worry their properties will eventually flood if 
the situation continues to get worse.  If you would like to post flood 
photos or videos, and/or be included in communications regarding 
meetings and updates in the West Arlington Heights watershed, please 
go the Facebook page “West Arlington Heights Flooding.”  The more 
concerned neighbors that get involved, the better.  

NEIGHBORHOOD FLOODING UPDATES
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Several blocks to the east, property owners in the Central Arlington 
Heights watershed are preparing for two major drainage projects that 
have been in the works for a number of years.   Construction is set 
to begin in April 2015 for a surface detention pond at the corner of 
Bryce Avenue and Hulen Street to provide incremental flood mitigation 
in case of a flood event during construction.  On the west side of 
Western Avenue, a sewer main will be constructed to serve the fifteen 
properties which were proposed to have their sewer services relocated 
to the alley.  Relocating the sewer service will not be necessary because 
these properties can be served by the new sanitary sewer main to be 
constructed in the street.  These changes to the sewer and sewer laterals 
will be made to minimize impact to the residents and to mitigate private 
party constructability issues.  To make room for the new sewer main, the 
water main will be moved to the east side of the street underneath the 
sidewalk which will be replaced as part of the project.

Construction for both phases of the project is expected to be completed in 
450 calendar days.  Bids for the project were sent out in December.  After 
the contractor has been selected and prior to the start of construction, a 
meeting of affected neighbors will be scheduled.  

For more information about the drainage projects underway in the 
West and Central Arlington Heights watersheds, contact Cannon Henry 
at the city’s Transportation and Public Works Department, 817-392--
2587, cannon.henry@fortworthtexas.gov.

(TREASURES - Continued from Page 1)

but “not a whole lot,” according to Nadine.  But, there’s more to Jenna’s 
than meets the eye.  Working at Jenna’s is one of the reasons Nadine 
Nichols is still going strong at 94 years of age.  

“Stay busy” is Nadine’s motto.  After watching her negotiate her way 
through the day, you realize she’s done something right.  She lives 
independently and still drives, but not on freeways.  Her voice is as 
strong as a teenager’s, she walks without the slightest shuffle (she does 
keep a cane nearby, but almost never uses it), and has the memory of 
someone half her age.   Besides serving on the board of Grace United 
Methodist Church and her work at Jenna’s, she volunteers two days a 
week at West Aid, a faith-based food pantry, where she is in charge of 
the pantry and is also a member of the board.  “Monday and Thursdays 
are my days to stay home and do charity work for me,” she says.  

She has a long-standing Saturday morning beauty shop appointment at 
the Clover Lane Beauty Salon with Cleo Coffman Lowe.  Cleo’s mother, 
Ida McAdams Coffman Card, did Nadine’s hair starting in the 1940s 
when she was doing hair out of her house near Stripling Middle School.  
Talk about keeping it in the family. 

Nadine has lived in the Arlington Heights area for almost ninety years.  
She moved with her family from Shreveport to a two-story house on 
Carleton Avenue and Camp Bowie Boulevard in 1926 when she was 
six years old.  She went to first grade at Hi-Mount School (now Thomas 

(Continued on Page 10)
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Place Community Center) and then transferred to Arlington Heights 
Elementary (now Boulevard Heights School).  She was in the first class 
to graduate from the newly built Arlington Heights High School when it 
opened in the fall of 1937.  

For Nadine’s first few years in Fort Worth, her family didn’t have a 
car, so they “did a lot of walking” and rode the Camp Bowie trolley 
for a nickel when they needed to go downtown to shop for clothes at 
Leonard Brothers or Monnig’s.  But, most of the shopping was done 
along Camp Bowie.  The Piggly Wiggly Grocery (now Kay’s Hallmark) 
and Zimmerman’s Green Front in the shopping center on the 4600 
block of Camp Bowie were regular stops.  “The Green Front was the 
only place to go to buy things,” according to Nadine. “My daddy used to 
say you could buy anything there, from knitting needles to a thrashing 
machine.” 

In 1932, her family built their first home at 4210 Vickery Boulevard 
where “there was nothing else there, except the railroad,” says Nadine. 
“It was all prairie and a few houses on the 3700 and 3800 blocks of 
Vickery.”  She has fond memories of walking down to the river through 
a culvert under the railroad tracks.  “Botanic Gardens was just getting 
started,” she remembers. “It was called Rock Springs back then and 
there were lots of springs down there.”  When they needed to do their 
shopping, they took the TP Shuttle down Vickery Boulevard and up 
Montgomery Street and then transferred over to the trolley on Camp 
Bowie Boulevard.

On the weekends, Nadine’s father, James Underwood, worked the 

overnight shift at Ben Eastman’s Service Station at the corner of Camp 
Bowie and Clover Lane, where Winslow’s Wine Bar is today.  “The station 
was open all night and I would sometimes go up there and spend the 
night with him and sleep on the desk,” says Nadine who was the oldest 
of four children.  Across the street from Eastman’s was the Leonard 
Brothers Outdoor Movie Theater where Veteran’s Park is today.  “They 
would show movies outdoors every Saturday night and someone would 
sell popcorn and snow cones for a nickel,” Nadine reminisces.  “We’d 
walk up there and see the movie because it was the main entertainment 
we had--there wasn’t any television.”

In 1942, Nadine married her Vickery Boulevard neighbor Jim Nichols.  
While Jim was serving in the Army during World War II, Nadine bought 
a residential lot for $1,000 near the corner of Clover Lane and Locke 
Avenue.  Her father, who sold real estate for Luther McClung, thought 
it was a good location because it was within walking distance of the 
elementary, junior high and high schools and the bus ran up and down 
Clover Lane.  The deal was sealed when Nadine heard out about Joe 
Driskell’s plans to build a shopping center a block away at the corner of 
Clover Lane and what is now I-30. 

Seventy years later, Nadine still lives in the same house where she raised 
her three children and spent 58 years of marriage to Jim until he passed 
away in 2001.  Oldest daughter Patti and her husband Robert Gorden, 
both AHNA members, moved back to Arlington Heights and live a few 
blocks away.  The shopping center around the corner was torn down 
in the 1980s to make way for the expansion of I-30, but in its heyday it 
included a drugstore, five and dime, grocery store, beauty shop, barber 
shop, doctor’s office, real estate office, and the Heights movie theater.  
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As part of her “stay busy” strategy, Nadine worked most of her life, starting out as a typist/
clerk for the Community Chest (now United Way) and then Greyhound.  During World War II, 
she lived in New Orleans for almost two years where she worked for Higgins Industries which 
built PT boats.  After her kids grew up, she got bored and went to work for James Robinson at 
the Toy Chest on Camp Bowie Boulevard.  When Robinson bought the TCU Health Store on 
Bluebonnet Circle, he hired Nadine to run it.   She was there for twenty years until Robinson 
sold the shop.  

Nadine claims that she’s not a health nut.  “I eat a normal diet and I only take a multi-vitamin 
and calcium,” she says.  “I buy whatever is on sale.”  She never drank or smoked, takes no 
naps, and watches very little television, “just the 6 o’clock and 10 o’clock news on Channel 5 
and then I go to bed.”  She plans to make it to 100.  “As long as I can get up and go and take 
care of myself, I’m staying here,” she says.  

Today, she spends a lot of time at Grace United Methodist Church which has been an integral 
part of her life for as long she’s lived in her house two blocks away.  “I watched them build the 
church and I started going there as soon as we moved over here.” 

In June 2013, she was the first to discover the big break-in there when burglars smashed 
through the glass windows and stole a big-screen television, microwave, lawnmower, and all 
the food collected for West Aid.  “When I walked in and saw all the glass on the floor, it made 
me even madder,” Nadine told KXAS-TV News which broadcast the story. “We work hard to get 
this church going like it is, and for somebody to come in and just tear it up, it just burns me up,” 
she told the news reporter.  Several months later, the big-screen television was recovered by 
police in a home a few blocks from the church, but it was damaged and unusable.

Nadine’s story is one small chapter of the story of Arlington Heights, a place she sees as  “a 
separate community all its own, a little city within a city,” with so many hidden treasures.  

Nadine Underwood married Jim Nichols on March 10, 
1942 in Fort Worth.  Arlington Heights beautician Ida 
McAdams Coffman did her hair that day.   Nadine still 
has her hair done every Saturday morning by Ida’s 
daughter, Cleo Coffman Lowe, at the Clover Lane 
Beauty Salon. (Photo courtesy of Nadine Nichols)
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