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REMEMBERING DEBI WEIR, TEXAS GIRLS’ CHOIR
by Brenda Helmer

The Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association wanted the first cover of 2016 to highlight the
life of Debra “Debi” Weir, the executive director of the Texas Girls’ Choir from 2002 until her
untimely passing on December 12, 2015. Weir, 63, was one of the choir’s original 16 members
when she began as a singer in 1962. She continued to sing with the group for nearly a decade
before attending Texas Wesleyan University.
Shirley Thompson Carter founded the Texas Girls’ Choir on the belief that excellence of music
would help develop young girl lives. Since its inception, more than 25,000 girls have performed in
more than 55 countries, major concert halls, on national and international television, at colleges
and universities, Carnegie Hall, and before royalty.
Weir spent nearly
all of her life,
from dusk until
dawn, devoted to
the choir. In 1980
she became the
administrative
assistant—a role
she held for 22
years—before
stepping in as the
Debi Weir, executive director of the Texas Girls’ Choir, executive director
died following a car accident in December 2015.
following
the
passing of Carter
in 2002. Her greatest joy was leading choir performances and tours
around the globe. She also loved her dogs, Holley and Nicholas, as
well as her horses.
Fondly remembered as an exceptional professional, Weir drove her
staff hard, but “made it abundantly clear that she cared about us and
our families,” Christina Davis, office assistant at the Texas Girls’ Choir,
said. Weir was also an amazing cook. “She made the best homemade
vegetable soup and chocolate chip cookies,” Davis continued.
Weir will be memorialized with garden, landscape, fountain, and
remembrance bench at the Texas Girls’ Choir as well as in the hearts
and memories of all who sang the path before her.
We in AHNA salute a mentor and dame, whose life was lost …
such a shame … but whose memory shares, as in a FLAME, with all
the young girls who will reflect her all the same … with the love of
children, the State of Texas and representing the USA in their hearts
and in her name, Debi Weir.
Debi Weir was one of the original 16 members of the Texas Girls’ Choir who met at
the Fort Worth YMCA to practice.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
by AHNA President Brenda Helmer

Death and taxes … death and taxes … those “in the know” believe these to be the ONLY two
things that can be counted on.
A.H.N.A.
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HOWEVER, there is something MORE IMPORTANT that I KNOW I can count on—ALL of you!
Thank you for your volunteerism, your willingness to help, for jumping in at the last minute,
for picking up the pieces and running with them, and for making me look good as your
fearless leader. I could NOT have done it without your organization and skills—ALL of OUR
organizational skills—you see, as a team, we can get ‘er done. Alone, we are just floundering in
a flood of fury … (alas, the torrential deluge of drizzle and drops will indeed be forthcoming …
hello, SPRING in AHNA)!
Highlights of 2015 include our moms with their own gathering of young’uns for food, fun, and
fellowship at our Thanksgiving Pot Luck Party. The diverse speakers that charmed our members.
The Fire Station Birthday party was a smashing success (2016 date TBA). I love that midnight
calls are answered for AHNA feral felines and pesky presidents. I also love the new LOGO.
For 2016, I would love suggestions as to our super summer soiree. I would love more interaction
in the ‘hood … (I LOVE MY NOSY NEIGHBORS). I would love to meet and greet with all of you.
I would also love to know the unique brilliance that you bring regarding the many subjects and
affairs that describe AHNA!
There is much to be done! Thank you for caring enough about our ‘hood to help when called.
Remember, KNOW YOUR NOSY NEIGHBORS as that is the best defense against offense.
Your fearless AHNA Board is here, and we want to hear from you—your interest and
suggestions for future gatherings would be fantastic! Merry, Merry, Merry, Happy New Year, and
may the spirit of chocolate past crowd your Valentine door.
As this newsletter slides into April 15, there are no variables and this is TRUTH: a fool and his
money are soon parted. The rest of us will have to wait until income tax time. (anonymous)

CONNECT WITH US!

Like our Facebook page
Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association
Follow us on Twitter @AHNAFW

AHNA COMMITTEES
Zoning/Board of Adjustment
Richard Chowning
rwofford@att.net
817-732-0586

The boundaries of Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association
are the triangle of Camp Bowie Boulevard on the north
Montgomery Street on the east and Interstate Highway 30
on the south and west.

Neighborhood Animal Concerns
Kelly Jo Nial
vicepresident@arlingtonheightsna.com
817-798-0349

Citizens on Patrol
Jan Bourne
jan_bourne@rocketmail.com
817-737-6019

Neighborhood Patrol Officer
Tom McNutt
817-992-0187
thomas.mcnutt@fortworthtexas.gov

Fort Worth City Councilman
Dennis Shingleton
817-392-8807

Fort Worth Police
non-emergency
number
817-335-4222

Code Compliance Officer
Marc Oler
817-879-8429
marc.oler@fortworthtexas.gov

Yard of the Month
Carol Berry
carol_berry@sbcgolobal.net

Please send all correspondence to:
PO Box 470692
Fort Worth, Texas 76147
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SPRING PLANTING TIPS
Amy Jackson, Assistant Field Operations for the Fort Worth Botanic
Gardens, will be the featured speaker at our March 17 meeting. She
will share ideas and tips to help get your garden going while keeping
an eye on water conservation techniques.

URBAN WILDLIFE
IN FORT WORTH
COMMON AND
UNCOMMON SPECIES
Wildlife photographer Chris Jackson will speak at our April 19 meeting.
Jackson is a software engineer by profession, and an author, naturalist,
and photographer by passion. In 2005 Chris launched DFW Urban
Wildlife (dfwurbanwildlife.com), a website and blog dedicated to
documenting the diversity of urban wildlife living in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area. For over ten years Chris has been collecting photographs,
anecdotes, and other information about the wide variety wildlife that
lives all around us right here in the 4th largest metropolitan area in the
nation.

ADVERTISING RATES

AHNA Meeting Schedule
A.H.N.A.

Tuesday March 15, 2016
Tuesday April 19, 2016
Tuesday May 17, 2016
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Every 3rd Tuesday
Our meetings are held at the Fort Worth Firefighters Hall
3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Road

&

Become a member

receive your newsletter six times a year!

Please check: M New member M Renewing member

M Household $15 M Senior $10 M Business $25

Name_________________________________________________

Current circulation is 400 households bi-monthly
Business card: $25
1/4 Page: $50

Address_______________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________

1/2 Page: $100
Full Page: $200

E-mail_________________________________________________

Call 817-703-3646 or email newsletter@arlingtonheightsna.com

What are your concerns/interests?_____________________

Do you have some news you would like listed in our newsletter?

Please submit it to: AHNA Newsletter, PO Box 470692, Fort Worth, TX

Would you like to join a committee?___________________

Please mail annual dues ($15 for household, $25 for business) to:

76147 or newsletter@arlingtonheightsna.com. Please include your name,
address, phone, and email address. Deadline for submissions is the 1st day

AHNA, PO Box 470692, Fort Worth, TX 76147-0692

of January, March, May, July, September and November. The editors have
the right to refuse any submission they deem inappropriate to the newsletter.
We may also edit for content and length. Views and opinions expressed in
the newsletter are not necessarily those of AHNA or of its members.

www.arlingtonheightsna.com
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Funds in Unrestricted Bank Account
$4,161.23 - Balance as of 3/9/16
Funds in Restricted Bank Account
$5,402.75 - Balance as of 3/9/16
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PROTECT YOUR PLANTS FROM A LATE SPRING FROST
by Randall Archie

Gardening in North Texas is hard work! Early spring can be very tricky,
especially when there are days full of sunshine and weather in the upper
70s. Occasionally, we find ourselves forgetting that Jack Frost could still
be plotting one last freeze that could kill any early spring plantings.
Protect your new plants from frost damage with a few easy steps:
• Add a thick layer of mulch to the ground around any new plantings.
Avoid a buildup of excess mulch touching the actual trunk or lower
stems on the plant.
• Thoroughly water new plants before freezing temperatures arrive.
Also remember to cover them, when possible, using a frost cloth or
fabric that breathes; do not cover your plants with sheets of plastic.
• Now is the time to add compost to those tricky areas in your garden
that you are determined to conquer this spring. Compost will make
the soil richer and planting easier when you are ready to tackle your
planting game plan.
• One last tip: early spring is also a great time to cut back perennials in
the garden, following up with a light feeding of fertilizer.
For more gardening tips, you can follow Archie’s Gardenland on
Facebook, or through our email newsletter, for more tips and special
offers for your garden!

Randall Archie, vice president and co-owner of Archie’s Gardenland,
recommends that gardeners continue protecting new spring growth even with
above-normal temperatures.

Gardener’s Tip: Mulch heavy blooming perennials like
salvia, lantanas, etc. with a rich compost instead of a mulch,
this will add extra nutrients when needed in the upcoming
spring and summer.

Nourish your Landscape
with Natural Rainwater
and Compost

Rainwater and composting are simple inexpensive ways to help
keep your lawn and garden flourishing through another hot,
Texas summer. You’ve invested so much in making your home
beautiful; with a rainwater barrel and compost bin you can
keep it healthy, the natural way:
•
•
•
•

Provides water and nutrition for soil during droughts
Doesn’t contain chemicals or hard minerals
Reduces erosion and property flooding
Improves soil and saves money

BRIT® and the City of Fort Worth are offering to the public our 50-gallon,
100 percent recycled plastic rain barrel for just $72.50 and our 65-gallon
compost bin for $67.50. The online sale runs from February 15, 2016 to
April 4, 2016.
For more information and to purchase with a credit card go to:
www.rainbarrelprogram.org/britfortworth.
Rain barrel and compost bin pick up date is Saturday, April 9, 2016 from
9 a.m. to noon at BRIT.
817.332.4441 |
Follow us @BRIT_org |
Facebook.com/BRITorg
1700 University Drive | Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400
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TACO HEADS EATERY FACES ZONING CONCERNS
By Beth Kaufmann

Fort Worth businessman Jacob Watson has
taken his taco truck concept and parked it at
the old Trevino’s location at 1812 Montgomery
Street. This is his first foray into a standalone
restaurant and, while the eatery has received
mostly favorable reviews, it has come with a
small side of indigestion.
While Arlington Heights neighbors are thrilled
to have a local restaurant at the location, there
are significant city zoning and ordinances
that still need to be addressed. In addition
to the usual lighting, variance setbacks, and
landscaping requirements, Taco Heads faces
big challenges with alcohol sales and sufficient
parking. Too much of the former and not
enough of the later will create hangovers for
us all. The last thing we need is a bar with
inadequate parking.
The AHNA zoning committee chaired by
Richard Chowning has been working overtime
the past two months with the city’s zoning and
planning departments and Taco Heads to
Zoning Committee has been working overtime the past two months with the city’s zoning and
ensure the restaurant operates within the city’s AHNA
planning departments and Taco Heads to ensure the restaurant operates within the city’s regulations with
regulations regarding square footage, alcohol regard to square footage, alcohol sale, fire codes, and overall site management.
sales, parking requirements, fire codes, and
overall site management. Taco Heads has two
small structures with a patio in between, complicating the compliance
issues.
Special thanks to Christina Patoski and Patricia Ward for their time and
diligence meeting with the developers and city staff several times on
this case. Sergio Yanes and Melissa Hunter also lent their invaluable
expertise.
Proper zoning is a critical aspect of the quality of life we enjoy in
Arlington Heights. Keeping up with the various zoning ordinances, city
regulations, building codes, parking requirements, etc. is a daunting
task. Arlington Heights is blessed to have a committee of hardworking
knowledgeable members. Without their expertise and involvement,
we would have inappropriate neighborhood businesses—think pawn
shops and tattoo parlors—gravel parking lots, unmitigated parking
problems, and incompatible construction.
All too often the only voice city hall hears is the developer. The zoning
committee steps in whenever possible to help address all sides of an
issue and fill in the knowledge vacuum affected homeowners often face.
As excited as we are to welcome Taco Heads to our neighborhood, we
need to keep an eye on the future.

CELEBRATE THE
PRAIRIE AT BRIT’S

MAY 14 ♦ 9AM-2PM
Come celebrate the beauty of the native North Texas
landscape at BRIT! Join us for this free, family-friendly,
annual event with arts and crafts, demonstrations, live
Texas music, food trucks and presentations featuring
bats, birds and reptiles.

Visit us at BRIT.org to learn more
about this family event!
Follow us
BRIT_org |
Facebook.com/BRITorg
817.332.4441 | 1700 University Drive | Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400

Whatever is approved on this location will carry over to the next property
owner and potentially establish an undesirable precedent along the
Montgomery Street corridor. Ultimately, we neighbors are the ones who
have to live with a property 365 days a year.

www.arlingtonheightsna.com
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MULTIPURPOSE ARENA & PARKING STUDY UPDATE
Arlington Heights and the surrounding area will see dirt
turning as the multipurpose arena project gets underway and
we prepare for Montgomery Street reconstruction.
Property Acquisition, Demolition and Excavation
The city has acquired the southern portion of the Bodycote
warehouse property, and negotiations continue for acquisition
of the remainder of the property.
Demolition of the Bodycote warehouse stricture began in
early January. Demolition and site excavation followed all
state and local environmental protection controls. Further,
any contaminated soil was removed and disposed of at
permitted landfills.
Arena Parking Garage
The 2,200 space Arena parking Garage began construction
in early February and will include a smart lighting system—
energy efficient lighting system that uses high efficiency Construction staging for the Montgomery Street Redevelopment Project at Trail Drive.
fixtures and automated controls that make adjustments based
on conditions such as occupancy or daylight availability. The garage
Roadway construction is being coordinated with the contractor who is
entrance exits will be located off Trail Drive with no access directly to
building the multipurpose arena and parking garage.
Montgomery Street.
Look for another public meeting in spring 2016.
Construction staging is planned for Trail Drive and the contractor is
required to provide parking for workers on site—not in the neighborhood.
Multipurpose Arena
Neighborhood Parking Assessment
Engineering consulting firm Kimley-Horn was hired by the city to conduct
a parking assessment during the 2016 Stock Show. The purpose of that
study was to determine the magnitude of unrelated parking from the
Will Rogers Memorial Center that occurred in Arlington Heights, and
identify the issues and offer strategies to minimize future parking issues.
The Transportation & Public Works Department is also working closely
with Kimley-Horn to identify potential street grid design options that
discourage neighborhood cut-through traffic.
Montgomery Street Reconstruction

The design team continues to work on the final design of the
approximately $450 million multipurpose arena at Will Rogers. The
design team’s goal is to minimize traffic, noise and lighting impacts on
the west side of the facility. As more information on the lighting study and
traffic planning is available, information will be shared and a meeting
planned with the neighborhood to answer questions.
The Fort Worth Multipurpose Arena at Will Rogers, slated to open
sometime between 2019 and 2020, will be located south of the current
Harley Avenue/Gendy Street intersection. It will be state of the art and
serve a wide variety of events including concerts, basketball, family
productions and equestrian. The facility will be owned by the city and
managed by a private sector not-for-profit organization.

Roadway design will feature a five-lane roadway from IH-30 to Harley
Avenue and four-lanes from Harley Avenue to Camp Bowie Boulevard.
A shared-use bicycle and pedestrian path will be constructed on the
east side of Montgomery Street along with signage and markings to
support cyclists’ use of the outside traffic lane. Final design will include
at least one mid-block crosswalk. Additional crosswalks are also being
considered.
Landscaping and irrigation on both sides of the street, and underground
utilities are still being reviewed. Design engineers are also trying to
include a right-turn lane on the southern end of the project.
City staff is pursuing green ribbon funding from the State of Texas for
landscaping improvements in the State’s right of way at IH-30.

www.arlingtonheightsna.com
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When asked about Ruth, her clients’ remarks included:
“Ruth’s skills could guide anyone in buying or selling a home. She is a true delight.”
“Our best real estate experience ever! We don’t know how we got so lucky!”
“The combined process of selling and buying is overwhelming, but Ruth guided me through
the process. She provided honest information and alwas made sure I was informed.”
“We enjoyed working with Ruth on selling our home. Her professionalism on every
exempla We especially appreciated her regular communication.”
level was exemplary.
“Listing with Ruth Story gives you the advantage of her skilled marketing and
energetic networking. She will deliver the best price for your home in the shortest time.”

Selling a home is personal. My first priority
is listening to what is most important to you,
maximizing your equity, and helping you
move toward the next chapter as smoothly as
possible. Call, text or email today for
more information on how I can help you
achieve your real estate goals!
achi
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AHNA LAUNCHES NEW LOGO
Editorial by Samuel Duncan

Shortly after I joined the AHNA board as secretary in January 2015,
I began thinking about the graphic identity of the association. My
observation was that it lacked a consistent look across its various
communication channels, including the website, the newsletter,
letterhead, email (eblasts), and even street sign toppers. The first step
toward harmonizing our identity was to create a new logo.
I first presented the proposal for a new logo to the AHNA board in
February 2015, and it was shortly after that date that work began in
earnest. The board reached out to The Labor Shed, a firm that the
association has worked with over a number of years to publish its
newsletter. We instructed the firm that our new logo should provide
immediate and clear identity and connection with the association,
embody our mission, and energize/focus our purpose. It should also be
classic, yet modern.
In early June 2015 the firm submitted their first round of designs. From
this group, we narrowed our choice to the typographical treatment of
one of the designs, yet felt strongly that we wanted keep the image of
the Arlington Heights High School tower cupola, an architectural icon
well-known to Arlington Heights residents (and also a central element
of the old logo). There were many refinements to follow before the final
design was approved by the board on January 12, 2016, about a year
after starting the project. We now present the association’s new logo
that blends the classic image of Arlington Heights High School with a
modern typographical treatment and a refreshed color palette.
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NEIGHBOR LABOR
We live in pretty close confines in Arlington Heights, relatively speaking.
To foster a comfortable and pleasant relationship with your neighbors,
there are a couple of recipes. One kind is imposed upon us - ordinances
or laws; the other kind being the good old fashioned sort.
An ordinance is in place to allow enforcement. The “Noise Ordinance”
widdled down to user friendly terms: Do your noisiest business (only)
during the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. This may include
mowing, leaf- blowing, etc.
Construction work has a tighter schedule of Mon-Fri 7:00 a.m. and 8:
00 p.m. and weekends 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. There are exceptions
such as governmental utility repairs, solid waste collectors, public school
activities, or being near non-residential areas. Additionally, as stated
in the ordinance: “no person shall make, cause, suffer, allow or permit
unreasonable noise in such a manner, or with such volume, intensity or
duration, so as to disturb a reasonable person of ordinary sensibilities”
– a decibel level or time frame shall not be required for the enforcement
of this subsection.
A popular example is a barking dog. Unprovoked, continuous barking
ten minutes or more is unreasonable and quite possibly the owner can
be presented with a mandatory contribution (a fine) to the City of Fort
Worth up to $500. Per offense, per day. Is $500 worth allowing your
canine best friend to sing the song of his people while aggravating your
neighbors?

The good ‘ol fashioned neighbor welcomes new neighbors, waves at
them, invites them to call on you if you need anything, or just sit and have
a drink. Taking it a step further, they don’t need laws and ordinances to
affirm their proper etiquette.They don’t mow at 7am if they know their
neighbor sleeps in; they won’t let weeds or other invasive plants grow
willy-nilly; they bring up newspapers and offer to tend to your house
while you are away.
The trick here is to know your neighbors, and to know them before a
tragedy or other upsetting incident blossoms. 91 year-old Kit Law lives
on Calmont Ave and has for nearly 50 years. During those years, Kit and
her husband Harold have been welcoming new neighbors and keeping
a current list of names and numbers for people on their block. Years
ago when Harold passed away, Kit kept up Harold’s neighborly tradition
by welcoming each new person on the block, asking them if they would
like to contribute to the phone list, tells them about Arlington Heights
Neighborhood Association (passing on her copy of the newsletter to
them) and Arlington Heights crime watch - Citizens On Patrols (“COPs).
Kit wonders who will take over her diligent work when she can’t.
One person who is willing is our AHNA President, Brenda Helmer. If
you know of a recently moved-in neighbor, go and give them a hello
and welcome them; if you are on the shy side, give our AHNA President
Brenda Helmer a call or email and she will personally contact them to
welcome them. Reach out to a neighbor today, or just sit on your front
porch and wave.

We are proud to announce our new broker-dealer
affiliation with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

“

With over 20 years in the Fort Worth area, our firm is dedicated
to providing personalized, hands-on service, helping our clients
anticipate long-term-needs and solidify their financial future.

Call Aaron Seiffert at 817-348-8700

”

to schedule your One-Hour Complementary Financial Review today.
This meeting with Mr. Green is a no-cost, no-obligation review of your
current financial situation.We look forward to meeting you!

www.charlesrgreen.com
1612 Summit Avenue, Suite 350, Fort Worth, Texas 76102
Phone: 817-348-8700 • Fax: 817-348-8705 • Toll Free: 877-289-9600

Plan. Build. Protect.
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“Taking part in community life is the surest way to make friends, but in Britain we tend to be tolerant
of individuality and can respect non-joiners. In some other countries, such as parts of America,
failing to join in may be unacceptable. The successful do what is ‘done’. Some countries have
rituals of how to treat new neighbours. Here nothing is required but it’s thoughtful to introduce
yourself and ask if they need to know about the area. Thereafter, treat them with consideration
– after all, they are the people most likely to spot your would-be burglar. If you’re in a flat don’t
make neighbours share late-night music; if you have a garden don’t make invasive plantings near
a boundary. And when nuisance can’t be avoided – for example, when giving a party – forewarn
them. Apologize, invite them too if they will fit in or, if you can’t and the noise will be massive, at
least give them a bottle to dull the pain, and turn down the music at an agreed time.”
From the book “Modern Etiquette” by Moyra Bremmer, 1992, Published in London by Chartwell
Books, inc., in the section of General Manners under Neighbours & Community

Creative Minds for Hire
thelaborshed.com

www.arlingtonheightsna.com
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